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ARTICLE XV. 
| De Laudibus Legum Anglia. M/ritten or Sf 101 
ly in Latin dy Sir John Fortefcue, Lord Chief 
“tujtice, and after Lord Chancellor | King 
Henry VI. Tranffated, info Ene lith, illaltrae 
ted with Notes of Mr. Selden, and great Va- 
riety of Remarks with wale & to the Aitiquities, 
Hiftor y, and Laws of England. Towhich are 
prefix’d, Mr. Selden to 9 the Reader, and a large 
bilerical Preface. To the whole are added, 
1 the Preface of the firft Editor, with the Tefii- 
monies of Bale, Pits, and Du Frefne : the Sums 
= Ralph de Hengham, Lord Chief ‘fuflice 
0 King Edward I. rolininell calld Hengham 
cee and Wengham pe, with Mr, Sel- 
den’s Notes, and a copious Index. In the Sa- 
voy : Printed | by E. and R. Nutt, and R. Go- 
fling, ( (Afigns of E. Sayer, yi) for R. Go- 
1. 


fling, 





162 The Works of the Learned Art. 15, 
fling, af the Crown and Mitre againft Fetter- 
Lane End, Fleetftreet. 1737. Folio. 


HIS valuable Treatife, as we are told in the 

learned hiftorical Preface prefixed to it, has the 
general good Te{timony of our Hiftoriansand Lawyers; 
who, upon all Occafions, concur in giving the great 
Author the Character of a fincere and unexceptiona- 
ble Politician, of various and tran!cendent Learning, 
whofe Reflections and Reafons are folid and juft. As 
fuch, our Editor truly fays, it ought to be put into 
the Hands of our Princes of the Blood, and of our 
young Nobility and Gentry; as it can’t but infpire 
them with generous Sentiments, and raile in their 
Minds a fincere Love for their Country, and its ex- 
cellent Frame of Government. 

The Author’s Defign in writing it, was to fhew 
the Excellency of the Exgli/h Laws and Conftituti- 
on. It was wrote in Frauce, while he attended up- 
on Prince Edward, (whither the faid Prince was for- 
ced to retreat) in which he recommends the Laws of 
England to his ".tteem and Proteétion. [tis writ with 
a great Simplicity of Stile, without any the leaft Af- 
fectation, in the way of Dialogue, and that managed 
with fo little Preface or Ceremony, other than what 
was barely neceflary, and to keep up Decorum, that 
the Subject falls in very naturally, and is fo familiar- 
zed, as all along to excite the Prince’s Curiofity, and 
to enforce the Argument effectually. 

The Province our learned Editor has taken upon 
him in the prefent Publication, is founded upon 4 
Principle of acquitting himfelf, in fome fort, a good 
Citizen; and mutt be refolved into a Zeal of doing 
what Honour and Service he could to our admirable 
Conftitution. This Piece has long lain hid, as he 
fays, in Obfcurity, under a bad Tranflation and other 
Imperfections: The great Mr. Selden was not at Le 
fure to do every thing: as far as he was concerned, tt 


is performed with good Learning and much Ea 
nes. 
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nefs. Mr. Waterbou/e’s Labours in the fame Way, 
under the Title of Commentaries, are very jejune and 
tedious, both as to Matter and Stile; and evidently, 
as our Editor fays, make appear he could not have 
iven a better Tranflation of his Author, than Mr. 
Mulcafter had done many Years before. 

The Notes of Mr. Se/den upon our Author are 
curfory, and feem calculated to gratity the Importu- 
nity of a Bookfeller, and thereby to recommend a 
new Edition: in this before us they are preferved en- 
tire. It would have been injaricus to the Memory of 
fo great a Man, and allo to the learned World, to 
have done otherwife; our Editor has likewife prefer- 
ved that little out of Mr. Waterboufe’s Commentary, 
which he could think in any wife conducing to his 
Purpofe, viz. the Explanation of our Author, and 
the neceffary Information of the Reader; which he 
acknowledges all along with a particular Note of Re- 
ference. Ashe allows Mr. Waterhouse to be a Man 
of great Reading and various Learning, fo he owns 
he is indebted to him for a great many Hints, which 
he has improved fromr Authors, and Editions of Books, 
whichMr./Vaterbou/e never had theOpportunity of fee- 
ing, as having been publifhed fince his Time. The Notes 
and Remarks are critical, moral, and political; and in- 
deed, as he fays, the concife Method in which the 
foliowing Treatife is written, feemed to him to re- 
quire fome enlarging upon. He has obferved, he tells 
us, a due Regard to his Vouchers and Authorities, and 
has referred his Reader to them very minutely: Be- 
fore the general Index he has given a Catalogue of 
the moft confiderable Authors which he has had oc- 
cafion to quote, and the Editions he has ufed. 

The latter Part of the Preface is taken up with an 
Account of the noble Author of the Work and his 
Writings, and briefly of the Name and Family of 
Forte/cue. 

It is agreed on all hands, that this great Perfon was 
Beneroufly defcended by both Father and Mother, 
Which laft was a Daughter and Heir of Beauchamp3 
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and that he came out of the Houle of Wymondefham, 
or /WVinflon, in the Parith of Modberry, Devon; the 
moit ancient Seat of this Name and Family in the 
Kingdom: In whofe Pofleflion it remained from the 
Days of King Jobn to the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
about four hundred Years. So runs the ancient Deed: 
“© Rex Johannes per Literas fuas Patentas, datas anno 
“ 10° Regni [ut, concefit Johanni Fortefcue Wimon- 
“ defton. Com. Devon. €?c. 

As to his Pedigree, he was the third Son of Hewry 
Fortefcue, Lord Chief Juftice of Lveland, who was 
Son and Heir of Sir ‘fobn Fortefcue, Knt. Captain of 
Meaux Caftle, and Governor of the Province of Brie 
in the Ifle of France, under King HHeury V. which 
Sir John was fecond Son of William Fortefcue of Wi- 
mefton in the County of Devon, E{q;. 

His Youth, as our Editor tells us, was moft excels 
lently inftituted in Virtue and Learning, probably in 
one of our Univerfities: A good Demonittration 
whereof are the feveral Treatifes of Law and Poli- 
ticks, of which he was the Author; and his Autho- 
rities are fuch as Ariffotle, Tully, Quintilian, Boctius, 
St. Auflin, Aquinas, Aigidius Romanus, Parifien/isy 
€?c. which we can hardly fuppofe, without the Ad- 
vantages of an academical Education. Afterwards he 
betook himfelf to the Study of the Municipal Laws 
of England. 

He made a great Progrefs in his Studies, and fuch 
was his Induftry, that he became one of the Gover- 
nors of Lincoln’ s-lun; which about that Time, as ap- 
pears by the Rolls and Remembrances of that Houle, 
was became famous. 4. D. 1430, he was called to 
the Degree of a Serjeant at Law. About eleven 
Years after, being the roth of Hen. VI. he was con- 
ftituted the King’s Serjeant. 4. D. 1442, he was 
advanced to the Dignity of Lord Chief Juftice of 
England; in which honourable Station he continued, 
from the 2och of that King, near to the End of his 
Reign; during which time he received many partis 
cular Favours from his Sovereign. We find him by 
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Writ, Fan. the arth, 20 Hen. VI. conftituted Chief 


uftice, and fo fummoned from the 23d to the 38th 
of that King. At laft, fuch was his Learning, Worth 
and Integrity, that Fleury the VIth advanced him to 
the high Honour of Lord Chancellor of England; the 
chiefeft Place of civil Employment in this Realm. In 
his Book De Laudibus he writes himfelf Cazxcellarius 
Anglia. He is called Chancellor 2 Latroduttione Ma- 
terie ante Fortefcutum, ex Jmpreff? Ed. Whitchurch, 
temp. Hen. 8. 

He was certainly a Perfon of great Abilities, of ex- 
cellent Learning and Authority, of profound Know- 
ledge in the Laws, a good Antiquary, and alfo a Lo- 
ver of the polite Studies. His learned Commentaries 
on the Laws, and his political Wiitings make him fa- 
mous to all Pofterity. 

His Capacity and Qualifications, natural and acz 
quired, were no doubt equal to that high Trutt he 
was called unto, being admirably well vers’d in the 
Laws of England Chis peculiar Profeflion.) He is 
mentioned by other Writers by the honourable Stile 
of That great and famous Lawyer. 

If we confider him in the Seat of Juftice, he dif- 
charged that important Truft with unbiafled Upright- 
nefs. When in the 34th of Hen. VI. the King made 
another Sheriff in Lincolnfbire than he that was cho- 
fen according to Statute, our Chancellor and Sir Fobuz 
Prifot, in the Name of the reft of the Judges, faid 
that the King did an Error. 

He went into a voluntary Banifhment with Prince 
Edward, Son of Henry the VIth, where he was near 
his Perfon to do him what good Offices he could, at 
which Time he writ this moft ufeful Book De Lau- 
dibus: It was compofed for the Encouragement and 
Dire&tion of that Prince in his Studies, and to kindle 
in him a Defire to know and underftand the Laws. 

In that laborious Station wherein he was employ- 
ec, and which might have exhaufted another Man’s 
Whole Time, he redeemed fome vacant Hours, which 
he carefully laid out in penning fome other judicious 
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Books and Traéts, upon Subjects of Importance. He 
very well defcribes how he fpent his own Days, in 
the s1{t Chapter of this Work. “ You are to know, 
*¢ fays he, that the Judges do not fit in Court to do 
* Bufinels above three Hours in the Day, that is, 
“¢ from eight in the Morning to eleven. After they 
“ have taken fome Refrefhment, the Method is to 
€ {pend the reit of the Day in the Study of the Law, 
“ reading of the holy Scriptures, or elfe it is taken 
“up in fome other innocent Amufements, at their 
*¢ Pleafure: fo that it is rather a Life of Contempla- 
* tion than of Action, tree from worldly Cares and 
“© Avocations.” 

The Time and Place of his Death are uncertain, 
the Probabilit v is that he died at Ebburton, near Cam- 
den, Gloucelier five, where he was fettied: which Ma- 
nor “and Lands he had by Sale from Sir Robert Corbet. 
He lies buried in the Parifh-Church belonging to Eb- 
burton, where, in the Chancel, there isa Monument 
erected for him: it was probably , our Editor fays, 
fet up foon after his Interment, by the appearan ce of 
its Antiquity and Workmanthip. On this old Tomb, 
as he adds, lies his Efigies at full Length in Free- 
{ftone, in his Robes of Lord Chief Fuflice, which 
doubrlefs was done at the Time the Monument was 
firft raifed; on the Sides and Ends are the Forte/cue’s 
Arms. Over this ‘Tomb a Table of Marble was faft- 
ned, at the Charges of the late Colonel Robert For- 
tefcue of Weare, his dire&t Heir, with the following 

Jnicription: 

Ln felicem &P immortalem Memoriam clarifimi Vivi 
Dom. Johannis Fortefcuti Militis Grandevi, Angliz 
Judicis Primarti, PF Procefia Temporis [ub Hen. VI. 
Rege CF Edwardo Principe, fummi Ca acellarii, R: ‘g1$ 
Confiliarii prudentiffimi, Legum ange. peritil} ‘Mtly Wel 
non earundem Fypera/piftis fortiff limi. Qui Corporis Exe 
uvias letam Refurreétionem expettantes hic depsfuit. 
Marmoreum hoc Monumentum pofitum eff A. D. 1677: 
Voto €f Expenfis Roberti Fortefcuti 4% MUGCK 1 ejufdeme 
Familie Rleredis nuper defuniti, Th 
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The Family of the Forte/cues hath, as our Editor 
fays, produced confiderable Men, both in Letters 
and Arms. They have match’d into many eminent 
Houfes. There have been of this Name Statefmen 
and Soldiers, more, perhaps, than any Family now 
in Being can value themfelves upon. ‘They have 
lanted themfelves very profpcroufly both in the Eaff 
and We/? Parts of the Kingdom, and have been fa- 
mous in every Profeflion to which they have applied 
themfelves. 

Among the Worthies of this Family, all of whom 
are here recorded by our Editor, Sir ‘Yobu Forte/cue, 
Knt. Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of the Privy- 
Council to Queen Elizabeth and King Fames the Itt, 
was a great Ornament to his Country, a Man of deep 
Learning and approved Wifdom. Where or when 
born is uncertain; and it is equally uncertain, as we 
are here told, to what particular Branch, among fo 
many of this Name, in Devov, to reduce him. He 
was Tutor to Queen Elizabeth tor the Languages; 
being a great Matter of the Greek and Latin Tongues. 
She raifed him ta the Potts and Honours above-men- 
tioned. Her Saying was, “Two Men outdid her 
“ Expectation, Forte/cue for Integrity, and Waljng- 
“ bam tor Subtilty and ofhcious Services.” This ve- 
ry worthy Gentleman was fo jealous of the Liberty 
ot his Country, that he moved to have King Fames 
obliged to Articles before he was admitted. Upon 
which account that Monarch always bore him a 
Grudge, tho’ he continued him of his Council; and 
made an [xchange of his Office, making him Chan- 
cellor of the Dutchy of Laucaffer inflead of the Ex- 
chequer. He left a good Effate in Buckingham/bire, 
near Newport, called Saulden; where he built a fair 
and neat Houfe for him and his Family, where they 
have continued even to this Day. Sir Joba died, and 
was buried Fuly the 4th, 1608. The famous Mr. 
Camden, Clarencieux King at Arms, ordering and fer- 
ting forth his Burial. The laft of the Family, Sir 
Francis Fortefcue, died at the Bath, Tuefday, Noveie- 
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rer the 11th, 1729, leaving no Iffue.” He was a 
Roman Catholick, but fo ~ a Neighbour, and fo 
charitable to the Poor, that his Country hada great 
Lofs in him. 

Sir Authony Forte/cue was Marfhal of Ireland, A.D. 
1462. This Sir Anthony, together with Arthur 
Pool, and Sir Geoffery Pool his Brother, whofe Sifter 
he had married, tormed Factions in the Kingdom. 
Upon a Difcovery of their Dt ‘actices they were im- 
prifoned and afterwards tricd; they confcffed a De- 
fign of withdrawing into /yance to the Duke of 
Guife, of returning from thence into the Principa- 
lity of /7ales with a frezch Army, in order to 
proclaim AZavy Queen of Sets, Queen of England, 
and Arthur Poel Duke of Clarence; they protetted, 
notwithftanding, they had no Intention to attempt 
any thine during the Queen’s Life. ‘Their own 
Confeffion condemned them, but the Queen, in 
Confideration of their iluftrious Defcent, forgave 
their Offence. 

Our Editor's Account of the Forte/cue’s, is follow- 
ed by a Catalogue of the Books and ‘Tras written 
by our great Auth: oy and ia what Libraries they are 
Lo * : found, 

De Laudibus Leoni a, - Imprefs. Ed. 
Waitin, emp. Fle 2. Vill. This Book was firtt 
ranflated and d, aaa with its Englifh 
V erfion, by Xolert Mulea ter, Svo. London 1599. 
(Printed by Thomas Wight and Bouham Norton, cum 
Privilegio) uncer the Title of * A learned Commen- 
© tary of the poli itic Law rs Of England: Wherein, 
“ by moit pithy Reafons and Demonttrations, they 
“¢ are plainly proved to excel, as well the civit Laws 
“6 of the Empire, as alfo all other Laws of the 
“ World; with a large Difcourfe of the Difference 
“ between the two Governments of Kingdoms, 
&° whereof the one is only Regal, and the other con- 
“ fifteth of Regal and Politick Adminiftration con- 
© yoin’d.—-Writren in Latin by the Learned and 
Right Honourable Sir Fobnu Fortefcue, Kot. 0 
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Chancellor of England in the Time of Hen. VI. 
4. D. 1616. It was reviled and improved with the 
Notes of Mr. Selden. This Edition being out of 
Print, the Company of Stationers gave leave to one 
of their Body to reprint it; but he publifhed it ina 
very carelels and flovenly Manner, the literal Faults, 
efpecially in the Latin Text, are very numerous, and 
fome of them fuch as moft wretchedly pervert the 
Author’s Senfe and Meaning. Mr. Waterhoufe took 
the good Pains to write a Glofs or Commentary upon 
it, {uch as ufually attends Books of Value and Au- 
thority, under the Title of, Forte/cutus illuftratus. 
It was wrote during his Exile, for the Benefit of 
Edward, Prince of Wales, Son of Henry VI. advi- 
fing him to the Studies of the Laws of England, {aid 
to be tranfcribed by Sir Adrian Fortefcue, on Paper, 
containing a great Variety of Chapters. 

2, A Treatife of Forte/cue de Fure Regali &§ Poli- 
ico. The firft thing in this Manufcript, is his Trea- 
tile de Laudibus. ‘Then follows his Dominium Regale, 
Xc. in this the two laft Chapters are wanting, Finis 
is placed at the End of the 18th Chapter, and almoft 
awhole Page blank. Sir Fob Fortefcue (Lord Chief 
Juttice of Exgland,) his Treatife de Dominio Regali 
@ Politico, &c. written by the Hand of Sir Adrian 
Fortefcue. This Piece has been publifhed by the 
prelent Sir Yoh Fortefcue, under the Title of The 
Difference between an abfolute and limited Monarchy, 
with fome Remarks, and alearned Preface, in{crib’d to 
the Right Honourable Hugh Forte/cue Lord Clinton. 

_ 3: Opufculuim de Natura legis Nature, &c. A pretty 
lur Book for the Time when it was written. “ A 
“curious Manufcript on Paper, fmall Folio, with 
: large Margins, efpecially at the Bottom, writ on 
: both Sides, without Introduction, Dedication or 

Preface.—-Each_ Chapter hath its Contents.” 
The whole Title is, Opufculum de Natura legis Na- 
Wey ety de ejus cenfura in Succefione Regnorum [upre- 
norm, It is diftinguifhed as a firft Part, (pars prima). 
‘he Conclufion of this Piece (cap. 48.) feems to 
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intimate an Argument upon the Rules of Succeffion 
to Kingdoms in general. It is in the following 
Words, ** Scriptor progreditur, alium fuperindey quod 
“© de Fure fuccedendi in Regnis fupremis intitulabitur, 
“ exordicns fic Libellum.’ ‘This tecond Part is now 
loft, or probably deftroyed by its Author. Mr, 
Waterboufe, in his Commentary on Forte/cue, men- 
tions the Opu/culam under the Character of * An ex. 
“ ccllent Treatife, a Book of worth and weight, 
* purpofely penn’d to fet forth to the Prince the jutt 
 Meafure of Government, according to the Law 
“ of Nature and Nations.” ‘Though the Language 
be a little incorreét, the Senfe, confidering the Time 
when the Author wrote, is very extraordinary, and 
hc mutt be allowed to have been a Perfon of general 
and ufeful Learning; this is alfo in the Worfley Li- 
brary, under the ‘Vitle of, Traéiatus de Natura legis 
Nature per D. Foannem Fortefcue. The Book ae 
vigore legis Naturalis, mention’d by both Bale and 
Pits, probably is the Opu/culum. 

4. Defenfio Juris Domus Lancattrie. 

s. A Detence of the Houle of Lancafler, one 
Leaf. 

6. Genealogy of the Houle of Lancafer. 

7. Of the Title of the Houle of York. 

8. Genealogia Regum Scotie. Inthe fame Hand. 

9. Defence of the Houfe of York, 4to. in coll. 
Manulcript, Jamefii, Quedam excerpta ex Fortefcut 
coutra Titulum Edward \V. in which you will find 
remarkable, 4d gue dicit Miles prediétus, quod nulla 
Mulier, obftantibus Lege &f Confuetudine Anglia, 1 
Fure Corone (PF Regni illius fuccedere poteft. Sed, Xe. 

10. A Dialogue between Underftanding and Faith, 
fix Leaves Fol. written by Sir Fobn Fortefcue in the 
Time of King Hen. VI. La quo oftendit quibus Masi 
Ef rationibus Deus fepe caftigat &P punit Reges per t 
gui magis contra illam deliquerunt. He is alfo faidto 
have wrirten a Prayer Book. 3 

11. Sit Foba Fortefcue’s declaration upon certaia 
Writings fent out of Scotland againft the King’s Title 
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of his Realm of England, fixteen Leaves, 4to. all in 
, Hand as old as Sir fobn’s Time. It is wrote in 
Vindication of King Henry’s Title, in Engli/d, it con- 
nins thirty Pages in Folio. 

Mr. Dugdale mentions an Abridgment of the Book 
of Afizes, performed by our Author; but our Edi 
or fays he vouches a wrong Authority, and he no 
where finds any fuch attributed to him. 

What is mentioned to be writ by him under the 
Title of De Di/crimine Legum: or, The Laws Civil 
snd Provincial, in one Book, is determined by Bale 
and Pits to be his Book de Laudibus; though they are 
mentioned by them as two different Pieces, our Edi- 
tor attributes it to their Miftake, neither of them 
being infallible. | 

This is all I have to fay concerning this Treatife 
De Laudibus Legum, and the illuftrious Author of it; 
but { would proceed a little further in my Account 
of the Difcourfe that is prefix’d to it, from which I 
have extracted the foregoing Particulars. The Editor 
hasin the Courfe of it made feveral Refleétions on 
the Corruption of our.Law, which may be of Value 
to thole who are concerned in the Profeffion. I will 
here mention the Heads of them. ‘The Reigns of 
Heary VI. and Edward IV. he fays, abounded with 
learned Men in the Law, and the Method of trying 
Perfons and Caufes by a Jury of twelve Men, feems 
tohave been then in great Perfection, and the Pu- 
nilhment for giving a fal/e Verdict feverely exacted. 
How it comes to pafs, as he goes on, that this ex- 
cellent Part of our Conftitution warps from its firft 
Purity, and is lefs facred than it was formerly, is to 

faccounted for from a litigious Principle and male 
Practice, from acommon moving, exciting, or main- 
‘aining of Suits or Quarrels, either in Courts or in 
the Country, which is called Barratry. There muft 

- More than one Offence of this kind to make a 
Man a Barrator our Editor inftruéts us in the Pu- 
nthment of this Crime, and then proceeds to 
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A fecond Caute, why Juries behave more corruptly 
than in tormer ‘Times, which may be refolved int 
acts of Mijiatiemau, i.e. as he defines it, “ an un 
“¢ lawful taking in Hand, or upholding of Quarrel 
“© or Sides, to the Diiturbance or Hindrance ot com. 
<¢ mon Ry she.” ‘This, he explains, points to the 
feveral Ways * whereby the Guilt of it may be incur. 
red 5 sine, in gencral, that there are iome Aétions 
which look this way, that are juttifiable; and thew; 
what Penalties O fenders in this Inftance are liable to 
And then 

A third Caufe, which renders the Proc eedings by 
a Jury precarious and lels certain, 1s Champerny 
“© which is, he fays sy but another Species of Main: 
“° tenance; we this is where one maintains one Side, 
** to have part of the Thing in fait.” 

A fourth and lait Caule he afligns, which depre. 
ciates this invaluable Method of Trial by twelve Men, 
is Embracery, * a fecond Species of Maintenance.” 
After diftinguifhing the various Acts which come un 
der this Character, and aggravating their Heinoufnefy, 
he adds, ‘Phat perhaps a main and original Caule of 3 
Detect in the way of Trial by a Jury, may be an in 
direct Practice in the Sheriffs Offices throughout the 
Kingdom, in the penn and eo of Juries: 
Neither, as he fays, has the Stat. 7 W. 3. c.32. been 
firictly executed: Rahothie' Books ae for che moft 
part defective, and this Faulc has lain at the Door o 
the Juftices of the Peace 


{ 
This Subje&, as he Remarks » is very little infitted 


on, very feldom comes under the Confideration of 4 
Court of Juitice, not fo much as in the Defcriptiot; 
therefore he promifes himielf, that he is not — 
nable in putting it in the pent Light; and though 


he had penn’d his part of his Preface before the Bill | 


“ for the better Regulation of Juries” paft in Pat 
liament, yet he chufes not to fupprefs i it, becaufe heap 
prehendsall matter of Grievance is not yet thereby remo 
ved, and becaufe what he has here faid may a 
qyrdle 
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ifford fome Hints for the Extenfion and Improve- 
of that Law. 
‘ There are a Defeéts, as he Notes, in the 
« Laws, as they are at prefent practifeds fuch are 
« the C aaianen y, Dilatorinefs and exceflive Charge 
‘which attend our Courts of Judicature, particu- 
«larly that of Chancery 5 and one great Grievance of 
‘this Court is, that when the Perfons have gone 
‘ through wk Bill, Anfwer and a and 
® they at lait come a a Hearing; the whole Pro- 
( — are laid afide, and a Faét is ftarted, upon 
« which an Ifue at Law is direéted to be tried by a 
«Jury, notwithftanding that the whole Hiftory of 
“the Caufe Pro and Con, is before the Court in 
“ Scriptis.’ There are other great Imperfections in 
or civil Polity, which he here Defcants on, and 
which ftand gr eatly in need of fome effectual Remedy, 
as the W vant of a publick Regiftry, the Arbitrarinefs 
of Fees, ¢9c. 

There have at different Times been feveral Regu- 
lations made, and Proceedings had, as he tells us, 
with refpeét to the Amendment of the Laws, and the 
due Adminiftration of Juftice within this ge 
Of theie he has given a ~— Hiftory, the Heads of 
which are here recited: 1. Inthe Life of Sir Hens; 
Spelman, we find, that it was appointed one of ie 
Commiffioners to enquire into the Oppreflion of 
exacted Fees, in all the Courts and oes of Eng- 
land, as well Ecclefiaftical as Civil. 2. Sir Francis 
Bacon made a Propofal to King Yan es the Firit, 
touching: the Compiling and Amendment of the 
Laws of England; and an offer was made by the 
lame great Man a a Digeft to be made of the faid 
Laws. 3. The Independants 3 in _— Petition to 
the Parliament, September 11, 1645. feem to ex} icf 
themfelves very rational y, when in the oth Arti 
ney infift upon it, «€ That the Proceedings ‘ia 


_ 


cr 


- 


~~ 


& 
‘Law be abbreviated, mitigated, and ma sa ccr- 
_ »the C harge thereof in all Particulars.’ » aD. 
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91. The Parliament named a Commi ttee { to con 
{ig ic 
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fider what Inconveniencies there are in the Law, ho, 
the Mifchiefs which grow from Delays, the Charge 
ablenefs and Irregularities in the Proceedings in q, 
Law may be prevented. This Committee met fy. 
ral Times, and defired the judges in the five, 
Courts to return to them a Lift of the Officer; ; 
their Courts, and what Fees they receive, and why 
Work they do for them. 

rs. 4.D. 1652. The Committee of Law prefented:, 
the Parliament Draughts of Acts, ‘* For taking ava 
“© Fines upon Bills, Declarations and original Wri; 
“ goainit cuftomary Oaths of Fealty to Lords « 
“© Manors; for taking away common Recoverie 
** and the unneceffary Charge of Fines, and to py 
“¢ and charge Lands intailed as Lands in Fee-fimp} 
“ For afcertaining arbitrary Fines upon Defcent, an’ 
¢ alienation of Copyholds of Inheritance. For th 
“¢ more {peedy Recovery of Rents. ‘Touching Ple 
“¢ ders and their Fees. For the more fpeedy reguli 
“ ting and ealy Recovery of Debts and Damigi| 
“¢ not exceeding four Pounds and under.” ~The ver 
Titles of thefe Acts, our Editor fays, fhew how wor | 
thy they were of the Wifdom of the Nation; and: 
is aftonifhing, as he proceeds, that the fame Art thi 
obftructed the Reform of the Law almoft fourtco | 
Years ago, fhould have ftill fucceeded in the like Oo 
ftruction from that time tothis. It does by no mew 
do Honour to the Profeffion that is charged witht 

Under the Commonwealth of England, before tt 
Proteétorate, an Eye and Regard was had toth 
Matter: In the Parliament, of which Mr. Rous ws 
Speaker, they appointed Committees to confider ° 
the Law, and touching Prifoners and Prifons. _ 

6. Onthe sthof Fune 1659. The Parliament had 
Debate the Regulation of the Law, and ordered 
Bill to reform Abufes in Clerks, <Attornies, Sollici 
and Lawyers. They alfo referred it to the Court: 
to take care that the People be not wrong’d by Baw; 
and Furies. Previous to thefe Proceedings, (** 
A. D. 1650.) which are above particularly fet dow" 
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and what occafioned great Dcbates in the Houfe, was 
the Project of altering the Forms of the Law, and 
making all Writs and Proceedings to run only in the 
Englifh Tongue. This was the Subject of feveral 
Petitions from the Soldiers and the Country Farmers. 
Hence it was at laft enacted, Nov. 22. thatall Report 
Books of the Refolutions of Judges, and other Books 
of the Laws of England, thall be tranflated into the 
Englifo Tongue, and all Writs, Procefs and Returns 
thereof, Pleadings, Rules, Orders, Indittments, In- 
quifitions, Certificates, Patents, and all Acts, Deeds 
and Proceedings whatfoever, fhould be only in the 
Englifo Tongue, in the ordinary ufual Hand, and not 
inthe Court-Hand. 

About the Year 1666. the Lord Chief Juftice 
Kelyng was queftioned in Parliament tor over-awing 
and putting a Reftraint upon Juries; and the Houte 
came to feveral Refolutions upon his Cafe, and or- 
der’'d him to be profecuted; but by Reafon of the 
Houfe’s being prorogued, and he himfelf not long 
ater dying in Difcontent, we do not find there were 
any further Proceedings made therein. 

7. 1680. Nov. 13. Several Perfons were examined at 
the Bar of the Houfe of Commons about the dif- 
mifing of a Grand Jury in Middlefex, and after a 
Debate, the Houfe cametothefe Votes. 1. That the 
dicharging of a Grand Jury by any Judge, before 
the End of a Term, Affizes or Seffions, while Mat- 
ters are under their Confideration, and not prefented; 
isarbitrary, illegal, deftructive to publick Juftice, a 
maniteft Violation of his Oath, and is a means to 
lubvert the fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. 2. 
That a Committee be appointed to examine the Pro- 
ceedings of the Judges in Wefiminfier-Hall, and re- 
Port the fame with their Opinion therein to this 

oule. 

8. About this Time, viz. Faz. 5. Articlesof Im- 
Peachment were brought in againft Sir William 
Scroggs, Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench; and it 
fing the Senfe of the Houle, that the late Order 

made 
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made in the King’s Bench, their Warrants for feizin 
of Books, and their difmifling of Grand Juries, doth 
tend to the Subverfion of the Government, and hath 
been, and ever ought to be, in Judges, adjudged 
Treafon; it was Retoived, that the faid Sir /illigy 
Scroggs, be impeached upon the fame Articles; and 
that the faid Articles be ingrofled and carried up to 
the Lords by my Lord Cavendi/). 

In the Act, declaring the Rights and Liberties of 
the Subjedts, fc. amongft other things complained 
of, are wrong Profecutions, Juries made up of par. 
tial, corrupt and unqualified Perfons, exceflive Bail, 
Fines and Punifhments, and Grants of Fines. 

To this Account of the Projeéts that from Time 
to Time have been on Foot (fome of which have 
fince in part been executed) for remedying the groffer 
Abufes of our Laws, there fucceeds an_hittorical 
Character of the moft ufcful and valuable Books ey- 
tant for a Student’s Perutal, who defires to underftand 
them. 

Glanvil, Bratton, Fleta, Hengham, the Mirror, 
Britton, &c. were frequent in Manutcript, all of 
them in our Author’s ‘Time. They are all, as our 
Editor fays, Books profitable to read, though what 
they give for Law, is now antiquated, and they are 
fo far of Authority, as they fhew what antiently was 
the Common Law. Bifhop Nicholfon gives Bratton 
the Teftimony of a truly venerable Code of our an 
cient Common Law: He treats of the feveral legal 
Ways of procuring of Properties, and then proceeds 
to thofe of the juft maintaining or recovering ol 
them. The Method is natural, and very conformable 
to that of the great Emperor Fuffinian, whofe matter 
is alfo very frequently adhered to, and his Laws 
quoted (fometimes, zz ip/fiffimis verbis) as familiarly, % 
if they were part of the known Common-Law 0 
this Kingdom. 

Fleta is a methodical and learned Treatife : The fir! 
Part is taken up with the Pleas of the Crown; ™ 
the next place the learned Author gives a moft ful 
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and curious Account of all the Officers of the King’s 
Houfhold, with many other Particulars, which ex- 
ceedingly illuftrate the Story of thofe Times; and in 
the remaining Part of the Book, he fhews the then 
Practice of our Courts of Judicature, the Forms of 
Writs, Explication of Law Terms, €@c. He fome- 
times tranfcribes the very Words of Braéion. 

The next that our Editor takes notice of is the 
Lord Bacon; he wrote feveral Treatifes upon the Law, 
wherein, though fome great Mafters of the Profeffi- 
on did outgo him in Bulk, and Particularities of Ca- 
fes; yet, in the Science of the Grounds and Myfteries 
of the Law, he was exceeded by none. Amongtt 
others, he writ Elements of the common Laws of 
England, containing, 1. A Collection of fome princi- 
pal Rules and Maxims of the common Law, with 
their Latirude and Extent. 2. The Ufe of the com- 
mon Law for the Prefervation of our Perfons, Goods, 
and good Names, according to the Laws and Cuftoms 
of this Land ; and other {mall Treatifes. 

About this Time it was, he fays, that Dr. Zouch 
began to fignalize himfelf. .4. D. 1619, he was ad- 
mitted a Doétor of the Civil Law at Oxford. For 
his Knowledge and Prattice therein, he was the chief 
Perfon of his Time. He is called by Mr. Wood the 
living Pande& of the Law. His Works are much 
elteemed, and the Elementa Furis-prudentie is what he 
would recommend in the prefent Cafe. Another re- 
markable Book by him is, Solutio Dueftionis de Lega- 
it delinguentis Fudice competenti, written on the Cafe 
of Dow Pantaleon Sa, Brother to the Portugue/e Am- 
baffador, who had killed aGentleman of Lincoln’s- Inn: 
The Difficulty was, whether he might be tried for 
his Life in the Englifo Courts of Juftice, and how? 
Zouch cleared their Doubts, and Sa was tried by the 
Civil Law, and executed; Dr. Zouch himfelf being 
one of the Commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer up- 
onthe Trial. He alfo writ Qucftiones Furis Civilis. 

The next our Editor mentions is Dr. Cowell, who 
Writ Lnfitutions according to the Order of thofe of the 

M Empire. 
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Empire. ‘This Book is written in an excellent Me- 
thod and elegant Latin, and very well ferves, as he 
tells us, to deliver us from the Reproach of Foreign- 
ers, as if the common Law of England were not to 
be treated of in any but a barbarous Language. The 
Doétor was well skilled both in the Civil Law his 
Profeffion, as alfo in the Common Law: He was 4; 
well able to practife in Weftmin(ter-Hall as Doétors- 
Commons. Of this he hath left two chief Monuments 
to Pofterity, this Book and his Juterpreter. He had 
the Misfortune to fall under the Difpleafure of the 
Government, and his Book the Juterpreter was called 
in and condemned. The Juffitutions deferve a new 
Edition. ‘The References in Law Cafes (where an 
Editor can never be too exact) being very precarious 
and uncertain. 

A third he mentions, and contemporary with the 
two former, is Dr. Arthur Duck, a Native of the 
fame County with Dr. Cowell, bred in Oxford, a Fel- 
low of il-Souls College, where he proceeded a Do- 
ctor of Civil Law: He was made Chancellor of 
Wells, and afterwards of London, and Matter of the 
Requefts ; in which Offices he behaved with great 
Integrity, Prudence and Difcretion. In Sept. 1648, 
he and Dr. Ryves were fent tor to Newport in the lile 
of Wight by his Majefty, to be affifting to him in his 
Treaty with the Commiffioners fent from the Parlia- 
ment: that Treaty taking no Effeét, he retired to his 
Habitation at Chi/wick near London; where {oon after 
that his Mafter was beheaded, he ended his Life. He | 
was, our Editor fays, an excellent Civilian, and well 
verfed in Hiftories, E:cclefiaftical and Civil. He was 
one of moft fmooth Language, but rough Speech. 
Had there not been a mafculine Strength in his Mat- 
ter, it had been marred with the Difadvantage of his 
Utterance. He writ De U/u &? Authoritate furis Cr 
wilis Romanorun, per Dominia Principum Chriftiant- 
rum, Lib. 2. In this Book Dr. Gerard Langbaint’s 
Labours were fo much, that he deferved the Name 
of Co-Author, Si 





Art. 15- for March 1737. 179 
Sir Matthew Hales’s Hiftory of the Law is a Book 
in great Efteem, our Editor fays. It is very flovenly 
— the Errors of the Prefs being numerous and 

‘ofs. 

Wood's Inftitutes of the Imperial and Common 
Law are in every body’s Hands; a Recommendation, 
he thinks, very full and fatisfactory. 

Sir Robert Atkins deferves a Place in this Colleéti- 
on, who writ a learned Treatife, under the Title of, 
“ An Enquiry into the Power of difpenfing with Pe- 
“nal Statutes, with fome Animadverfions upon a 
“ Book of Sir Edward Herbert’s, Lord Chiet Juftice 
“ of the Common-Pleas, wherein Sir Edward vindi- 
“ cates the Judgment given in Sir Edward Hale’s 
“ Cafe.” He writ alfo “ of the Power, Jurifdidti- 
“ on and Privilege of Parliament; and the Antiquity 
“ of the Houfe of Commons afferted; occafioned by 
“ an Information in the King’s- Bench by the Attor- 
“ ney-General againft the Speaker of the Houfe of 
“ Commons, Lond. 1689. With which is printed, 
“ A Difcourfe concerning the Ecclefiaftical Jurifdi- 
“ ion in the Realm of Exgland, occafioned by the 
“ late Commiffion in Ecclefiattical Caufes.”’ The 
fame learned Perfon penn’d a Defence of the Lord 
Rufel’s {nnocency ; to which an Anfwer was put out, 
under the Title of “* The Magiftracy and Govern- 
“ ment of England vindicated, being a Defence of 
“ the Proceedings againft the faid Lord; fuppofed to 
“ be done by Sir Bart. Shower.” This is writ, as he 
fays, in the true Spirit of Party and Paffion, and with 
little Decency. Sir Robert replied in further Defence 
of the faid Lord. 

Dr. Hickes’s Epiftolary Differtation to Sir Bart. 
Shower ought, he fays, to be recommended to the Pe- 
rufal of all Gentlemen and Lawyers, Antiquaries and 
Hiftorians; in that there is to be found in ita great 
deal of good Learning on the Antiquities of the 
Laws of England, wrote on purpofe for the Honour 
of our Laws, and for the Ufe of the Profeffors there- 
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of; and it is great pity but this Treatife was printed 
feparately, the Zhe/aurus, of which it is a Part, be. 
ing very fearce. Proper Books to be read with ir, 
are Mr. Cooke’s Argumentum Antinormanicum, Mr. Pe. 
tyt’s Rights of the Commons, the hiftorical Effay on 
the Legiflative Power of England, by Mr. St. Amand, 
and Sadler’s Rights of the Kingdom. 

Mr. Zyrre/i he mentions with Honour, as a very 
honeft and learned Gentleman, a fincere Lover of 
Truth and Liberty. He has in his Writings given us 
the true Principles of Government and Property; 
and, in particular, a very rational probable Account 
of the Exglifob Conftitution. What he has writ on 
the Subjeét are, Patriarcha non Monarcha, in Anfwer 
to Sir Robert Filmer; Bibliotheca Politica, in thirteen 
Dialogues; and The General Hiftory of England to the 
Reign of Richard If. inclufive: his Prefaces and In- 
troductions to his Hiftory are laboured, and very cu- 
rious. 

He takes it for granted, that moft Gentlemen are 
in Poffeffion of the noble Edition of Mr. Selden’s 
Works, publifhed by Dr. Wilkins; to whofe ingeni- 
ous Labours we are likewife indebted for a new Edi- 
tion of the Exglifh-Saxon Laws, much more compleat 
than the former Editions of Mr. Lambard and Mr. 
Wheloc. it were to be wifhed, he fays, the Doctor 
would go on, and give the World new Editions of 
fome of our old Exglifh Hiftorians; fuch as Gul. Na- 
brigenfis, Matthew of Weftminfter, Florence of Wor- 
cefter, €Pe. 

Spelman’s Engit/> Works and Remains he recom 
mends as very neceflary for Antiquarians. 

Monfieur De Rapin Thoyras’s Hiftory of England 
ought not to pafs /ub filentio: 'This he characterifes as 
one of the beft entire Hiftories we have of our Af- 
fairs. The Author, in his Opinion, was a Man of 
Learning and Induftry; Honefty and Candor are ve- 
ry vifible throughout the whole. The Preface and 
Introduction to his firft Volume, the Differtation : 

the 


t 





Art. 15. for Match 1737. i8i 


the Government, Laws, Manners, Cuftoms and Lan- 
guage of the Anglo-Saxons, and that on the Origin of 
the Government of England, and on the Rile, &ce. 
and Characters of the two Parties of the Whigs and 
Tories, are very exact and curious. 

Whitlocke’s Memorials of Exglifo Affairs from the 
Beginning of Car. I. to the Reftoration, is another 
Book which our Editor propofes to the Perufal of 
thofe who defire to know our Laws and Contftitution. 
“ The Author appears, he fays, throughout, a Man 
“ of Learning and great Capacity, and no lefs re- 
“ markable Probity and Merit, and of the utmoft 
“ Confequence in publick Affairs with refpect to his 
“ Judgment and Intelligence.” After pointing out 
thofe Parts of the Memorials that are worthy of a 
more peculiar Confideration, our Editor acquaints us 
that there are {till in Manufcript, of the fame Wri- 
ter, 1. A Treatife of the Power of Princes, efpecial- 
ly in Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 2. Of the Power and 
Practice of Parliaments. 3. Of the Rife of Perfe- 
cution for Religion. 4. An Abridgment of the Mar- 
tyrology from the Beginning of the World; contain- 
ing many noble Obfervations to the Honour of Re- 
ligion, and that divine Race of Men, who, in the 
faireft Charaéter, writ its Defence with their own, 
and not with the Blood of others. 

The laft Books our Editor mentions as neceffary to 
a Student of the Law, are, the Gloflaries of Sir Hen- 
'y Spelman and the noble Da Fre/ne. 

This Part of the Preface is fucceeded by a long 
Differtation upon the Word Laga, which Bifhop Ni- 
cholfon will have (in Compofition with Dena, Myr- 
cena and Weft-Sexena, in any of our Saxon Remains) 
to fignify properly a Country, Diftritt, or Province 
nor will he allow it can be otherwife rightly tranfla- 
ted. Our Editor takes the Liberty of differing with 
that learned Prelate, and thinks the Word, in Com- 
pofition with others, as well as by itfelf, fignifies 
Law: he grounds his Opinion on fuch a Number of 
B'eat Authorities as gives it an inconteftable Air, and 
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may very juftly incline his Readers to fuppofe the Bi- 
fhop miftaken. There is another Point likewife in 
which the Bifhop diffents from the current Opinion 
of our chief Antiquaries, that is, ‘* the threefold Di- 
“ vifion of our old Law into Weft-Saxon, Danifh 
$6 and Mercian.” Which he looks on as merely ima- 
ginary, and the Conceit of it founded on a Miftake 
of the earlieft Tranflators of our Saxon Records, who 
erroneoufly took it for granted, that Laga (in Wef.- 
Saxena Laga) was a Word of the fame Signification 
with the Norman Ley. Our Editor no lefs fuccef- 
fully proves againft him alfo the Reality of this Di- 
ftinétion. He fums up the whole of what he bas ad- 
vane’d in Oppofition to his Lordfhip on both thefe 
Heads, in the following Paragraph, which fhall con 
clude this Article: for I would net take notice of his 
Englifh Verfion of M. Le Clerc’s Abridgment of an 
Oration of M. Noodt (a celebrated Civilian) upon 
the Lex Regia, which takes up near twelve of the 
following Pages. ‘* ‘The Hittorians are agreed, fays 
“¢ he, that there was a threefold Divifion of Laws, 
©° out of which, and other Laws then extant, Ed- 
°° ward the Confeffor made his Collection of Laws, 
“ which are called the Confeffor’s Laws, and which 
“¢ were afterwards confirmed by William I. and made 
** one common Law. The word Laga frequently 
© occurs in the Englifh-Saxon-Laws by itfelf and in 
* Compofition, and does not feem to labour under 
* fuch a forced or unnatural Conftruétion, as the Bi 
“¢ fhop contends for. Scarce any one Voucher he has 
“ produced looks favourably for his Opinion. Dr. 
& Wilkins, notwithftanding the Honour done him 0 
“¢ the Epiftolary Differtation prefixed to his Angl- 
“ Saxon Laws, abides by the common received Sig: 
* nification of the word Laga. The prefent sit | 
“¢ Yohn Fortefcue takes notice of the threefold Lav, 
“© Dane-Laga, Saxon-Laga, and Mercene-Laga, thi 
“ they were diftiné& Laws feverally obferved in fev¢- 
“¢ ral Places; in the fame manner as the Civil Law 5 
*¢ not the fame univerfally, but different Cuftoms ob: 
“© tain in different Places.” ARTI: 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


Propofitions of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
viz. 1. The Being of God, and, 2. His Pro- 
widence domonftrated. 3. Ihe Extent of our 
Underftanding with refpect to the matertal and 
fpiritual Parts of the Creation, and the infinite 
Spirit confidered. 4. The divine Infpiration of 
the Scriptures proved. 5. Ihe Doctrine of the 
ever bleffed Trinity impartially examined. By 
John Moore, M. A. Londoa: Printed for 
Richard Hett, at the Bible and Crown in the 
Poultry, 1736. 8va p. 192. 


HE Author of this Treatife feems to be well 

vers’d in the modern Phyfics and the Newtonian 
Syitem of the Univerfe, and has applied his Know- 
ledge to the very beft purpofes of it, The Proof and 
Iliuftration of the great and fundamental Principles of 
true Godline/s : an obfolete Term! which yet is ex- 
preffive of the utmoft Glory of human Nature, and 
the indifpenfable Foundation of its Felicity. 

[ cannot affure the Reader that the Materials of 
this Difcourfe are any other than fuch as have already 
entered into the Compofition of feveral of the like 
Nature, but they are of a good Sort, they are mix’d 
with no Rubbifh, and they are wrought into a Form 
that is at Jeaft convenient. It ts an old and a true 
Obfervation, that the Food of the Mind bears this 
Analogy to that of the Body, that in order to its 
being relifhed by different Perfons it muft be drefs’d 
in various ways, and in that wherein it may be bene- 
ficial to one Conftitution, it may be of no fervice to 
another: fo this Book, befides that it is lefs in Price 
than fome others, calculated indeed to anfwer the 
fame excellent Defign, may be more fuitable to the 
Capacities and Acquirements of many who need ir, 
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than the fublimer Ratiocinations of a Bentley, Clarke, 
Libnitz, &e. It has one Quality highly valuable, 
but which is wanting in too many Works of this 
Sort, otherwife very efteemable; it is calm and dif. 
paffionate. I think it is no where infinuated through- 
out, that thofe for whofe fake it is wrote are Knaves 
or Fools, that their Scruples are Indications of cor- 
rupt Hearts, or Suggeftions only of their Lufts and 
viler Appetites, or that they deferve the Lafh of the 
Civil Magiftrate. ‘This naturally introduces a Paffage 
I find in a Writer now before me, who was I verily 
belicve a hearty Well-wither to Chriftianity : It is a 
fad thing, fays he, that Men of little Judgment 
will meddle with a Caufe of fuch Importance and 
Dignity as that of Religion; and it is an audacious 
Infultc upon Mankind, for thofe who have no real 
concern for its Intercits, to pretend a mighty Zeal, 
and even he€tor and menace in its Behalf: and it 
feems impoffible, that Perfons of good Senfe and 
true Affection to our bleffed Saviour and his heavenly 
Dottrines fhould affect to recommend him, or pro- 
pagate thofe, by Methods abfolutely the Reverfe of 
zheir Genius and his Declarations: What are we then 
to think of the Hotteft of our modern Apologifts? 
Tis a Queftion I wifh they could anfwer to their 
own Coniciences, prepar’d to hear by ferious and 
cool Reflection. I will forbear what I might fup- 
pofe a very proper Reply, and fubfticute one fhort 
Remark in the Room of ir, ** That as that Tor- 
“ rent of Enthufiafm and Hypocrify, which over- 
“ fpread fo great a Part of this Nation during the 
¢ late Times of Rebellion and Ufurpation, is ge- 
“© nerally faid’ to have occafioned that Deluge of 
“© Prophanenels which afterwards fo lamentably 
“ overwhelmed us; fo, if I can judge from what I 
6© fee and what I hear, that Flood of Infidelity 
“and Arianifm, fo loudly complained of, owes 
“ much of its fpread to the unchriftian, Temper 
“ and Language of their Oppofers.” Had the 
Apoftles gone forth to convert the World = 
the 
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the Influence of that Spirit which would have 
rompted them to call for Fire from Heaven on 
the inhofpitable Samaritans, the Gofpel had hardly 
been fo much as remembred at this Day; but the 
wie and tender Rebuke of their gracious Matter, 
ave them a better Turn, and qualified them to 
reach the glad Tidings of it; fo asto make their 
Hearers receive them as fuch, and retain them with 
(o entire an Affection, that Life itfelf was undervalued 
in Comparifon of them. If thofe who would be re- 
garded as the Succeffors of Chrift’s Difciples in their 
glorious Work, but who cannot be fo with a contrary 
Difpofition and Behaviour, really mean what they 
would have us believe, and are in earneft to promote 
genuine Chriftianity, inftead of enforcing the Pro- 
tefion of it only in fubferviency totheir own Wealth 
and Grandeur; let them imitate the Difciples in 
Sanctity, Humility and Self-denial, and at the fame 
Time in Meeknefs and Tendernefs towards thofe they 
would convince, and they will foon {ee the Travail 
of their Souls and be fatisfied. It is in vain to per- 
luade when our Condu& has made thofe we would 
work on, either hate or defpife us. But I return to 
our Author, whofe firft Propofition is this. 

Every Senfe, as well as Reafon, both our own Being 
and every thing in Nature, abundantly demonjfirate that 
tucre is a God; or one felf-exiftent, eternal, immutable, 
amighty, allwife, juft, good, and faithful, moft free, 
and in all Refpects infinitely perfeét Spirit: whofe excel- 
lencies ave altogether incomprehen/ible by the largeft finite 
Capacity ; much les can the Language of Men, or mor- 
tal Apprebenfions reach them. 

His Proof of this grand Theorem is drawn, 1. 
From the abfolute Neceflity of fomething having ex- 
ited from Eternity, feeing fomething now is: He 
demonttrates, that there could not have been an in- 
inite Succeflion of Men; nor that the World could 
hot have had an eternal Duration, nor could have 
tillen into its prefent Order, fuppofing the Matter oz 
had eternally exifted. 2. From the plain Signa- 
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tures of the divine Being and Perfeétions that are 
{tamp’d upon every Object of our Senfes. “ Ajj the 
“* Creatures in the World, he fays, as well {pirivua| 
*¢ as corporeal; all from the human Race to the 
“ loweft Infeét, from the vaft Globes of the Sun and 
“¢ Planets, to the fmalleft Particles of Duft, do de. 
* clare their abfolute Dependance upon the firtt Au. 
“¢ thor of all Being and Motion, and Life, the onl 
“ erernal and felt-exiftent God, who out of the ins 
“ exhauited Treafure of his Goodnefs, did, when it 
“ plealed him, give Being to the World, both the 
«¢ Matter and Form of it; difpofing the feveral Parts 
“¢ in infinite Variety, Order and Beauty, all fervin 
“ Ends the moft Great and Noble. So that from 
“ the ftarry Firmament, down to the Mofs that 
“¢ grows upon the Wall, the Bowels of the Earth, 


“ or Bottom of the Ocean; there is not any Cres 
¢ 


< 


~~ 


a “ 


rains in it a World of Wonders, clofe fhut up 
“ from the moft curious Difquifitions of the mott 
** prying Mind on Earth, which can enter only a 
“ little way within the Surface, but mutt not think 
“ to reach the Effence of any thing.” 

Our Author in his fecond Propofition fays, that 
It may with equal Reafon and Certainty be concluded, 
that God continually upholds the World in its Being ans 


s- 


~~ 


Motions, as well as that he firft made it. Here he | 


difcuffes a Point that has been debated, viz. “ Whe: 
“¢ ther the Univerte being created and put into the 


“ Order wherein it now tubfitts, would not continue | 


“ to exift in the fame Frame, without a continu 
“© Exertion of the divine Power for its Prefervation. 
He concludes for the Negative. He afterwardsevit 
ces that all the Communications of Motion, by tt 
Impulfe of elaftick Bodies upon each other, are 1m 
mediately effected by the Power of an immateri 
Being, by which more Motion is excited, than wé 
in them before the Shock. He fhews alfo at lag? 
thar the Gravitation or Tendency of Bodies to 0% 
another, can be aicribed to nothing elfe than a divine 

2 Impullt; 

















ture but difplays unfearchable Wifdom, and con- | 
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Jmpulfe; and that to the fame Influence, all the In- 
equalities of the Lunar Motions are entirely owing: 
ro the fame Energy, he makes it appear, are to be 
attributed the wonderful Phenomena of mufcular 
Motion, of the Elafticity of folid Badies, and of 
Air, of Electricity, Magnetifm, and the Refraction 
and Reflection of Light. 

The third Propofition is, that We kuow little of 
the material, and lefs of the fpirvitual Parts of the 
Creation; and leaft of all, of the Nature and Perfetti- 
ons of the infinite Spirit. In that part of the enfuing 
Demonftration, where our Author fpeaks of the hu- 
man Soul, he fays, ‘© How wretchedly confufed are 
“ our Conceptions of our own Compofition! We 
“ are confcious of acting freely, and ’tis moft pro- 
“ bable that our Thoughts and Actions flow from an 
uncompounded Principle; but how it is tied to, 
“ or animates Subftances of fo grofs a Compofition 
“ as our Bodies are, we cannot comprehend.—Nor 
“ can we explain in what manner our Volitions affeét 
“ them, when they are changed from Reft to Mo- 
“ tion, or from one Degree of Motion to anothers 
“ or by what means our Bodies when moved, affeét 
“ our Souls with the moft fenfible Impreffions of 
“ Pleafure or Pain in a vaft Variety: or how it comes 
“ to pafs, that our Imaginations, Memory, and even 
“ pureft Intellections, have fuch a vatt Dependance 
“ upon our bodily Conftitutions; or how the Pow- 
‘ers of our Souls improve, as our bodily Organs 
“ are expanded, and on the other Hand decay, as 
‘our Bodies are broken with Age, or impaired by 
“ other Caufes.—I know not whether we may not as 
“ eafily conceive the World’s Creation as the Pro- 
“ duction of a fingle Thought.” And a little after, 
“ We know not by what Name to call our very 
Confcioufnefles: if they are Modes or Agtions; and 
if we are confcious of all our Actions, this will 
run us into the Abfurdity of afferting an infinite 
number of confcious Acts, for every Aétion that 
We are con{cious of. Nor can we conceive them 
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to be the Effences, or effential Properties of our 
Souls: for ’tis certain that we are never confcious, 
but when we think or act, and ’tis highly probable 
that Thought and Will are not the infeparable 
Concomitants of our Exiftence.—If we knew any 
thing of the Effence of our Soul, or the manner 
of its Perceptions and Volitions, we might then 
determine whether it iscommenfurate to the whole 
ae or to a part only, or none at all; which 
Difficulty we can now by no means refolve. If 
we fuppofe the firft, our Souls muft be infinitely 
divifible, and their Perceptions and Volitions being 
coextended with their Subftance, muft be infinitely 
divifible likewife-—-Nor can we apprehend how 
Souls can exift,and yet neither be effentially prefent 
with their Bodies, nor abfent from them; neither 
in refpect of Place, limited or unlimited.” 

Speaking of God he fays, ** We cannot form the 
leaft direét Idea of his infinite Effence and Perfe- 
Eions, or of the Mode of his Aétions. —God is 
an infinite Spirit, and when we have enlarged our 
Thoughts of him to the utmoft of our Capacities, 
we are as far from any actual pofitive Idea of Inf- 
nity, as when we firft began.—Could we find out 
the real Effences of all Bodies, or could we furvey 
all their Properties with the utmoft Exaétnefs, it 
would by no means follow, that we could find 
out the Almighty to Perfeétion, whofe Nature and 
Manner of Exiftence are infinitely above thofe of 
all Creatures. Nor can we fay, that the infinite 
Spirit is {pecifically the fame with ours, and differ- 
ing only in Degree of Perteétion; for 1. If An 
gels and human Souls are the fame kind of Beings 
with their Creator, and differ from him only in 
the Degrees of their natural and moral Perfections; 
then this Difference is either finite or infinite: if 
finite, then God is not infinitely perfect: if i 
finite, then there muft be an actual infinity of 
Degrees, and coniequently an actual infinite num- 


“ ber, which is impoffible: for infinite Degrees © 
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« Perfection are as impoflible as an abfolute infinity 
« of Numbers. 2. It would follow from the above 
« {uppofition, that fome ftep or other of this Pro- 
«“ preflion of growing Perfections muft conftitute 
“this infinitely perfect Being; but an infinitely 
« perfect Being can no more confift of an infinite 
“ number of finite Perfections, than Nothing mul- 
“ tiplied to Eternity can make any real Number, 
“ or Mathematical Points any real Quantity.” 
Some more Confiderations are offered for the 
Enforcement and Elucidation of this Point, but 
after what has been advanced I think the Mention 
of them would be needlefs. 

From the foregoing Propofition, our Author infers 
by way of Corollary, Zhat the effential individuating 
Principle of Spirits 1s fcavce difcoverable by us in our 
prefent State of Imperfection. ‘* To fix this Principle 
“in their individual Effences, is no more, as our 
“ Author notes, than to place it in we know not 
“ what—Nor will the Circumftance of Place in the 
“leat remove this Difficulty; for nothing hinders, 
“ but chat two or never fo many penctrable Subitan- 
“ces, may exift in the fame Place, and yet be effen- 
“tially different from each other, as human Souls 
“are, that are co-extended with the Bodies they 
“actuate; or as they exift in God, and yet are as 
“ diftinét from the divine Effence, with which they 
“ are co-extended, as finite from infinite. Befides, 
“ this weuld make an effenrial Difference in the fame 
* Soul, if we fuppofe it to be commenturate to a hu- 
“man Body. For it may be asked, as he goes on, 
: Whether that part of it (fince it may be divifible, 
vi leaft by the Power of God, if it is extended ) 
: which animates or exifts in the Head, is the very 
: fame numerical Subftance, with that which animates 
; the other Parts of the Body; which it can no 
_ nore be faid to be, than the Places they fill can be 
; faid to be the fame. Now 2. Suppofing that a 

uman Soul confifts of as many poitlible Parts as 
a 
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“ its Body, which make one Soul by a ftri& Union 
“© to each other; I would ask wherein this Unioy 
“ confifts? or what is its effential diftinguifhing Prin, 
“ ciple from other Souls? Their refpective Cop. 
“ fcioufneffes will indeed make them modally difting 
“© from each other, but their effential Difference cay 
“© never depend upon what is only the Concomitan 
“¢ of their Perceptions and Volitions; none of which 
“¢ are commenturate to their Exiftence. Nor, as he 
“¢ adds, 3. Shall we find it an eafier matter to deter. 


*¢ mine the effential Principle of Unity in the divine | 


* Being. For though neceflary Exiltence, Omni. 
“ potence, €fc. are the infeparable Properties of the 
“ Deity; yet if we conceive him to be effentially 
“¢ omniprefent, it will be no eafier matter to reconcile 
“ his Unity and Simplicity, with the Diffufion of 
“¢ his Effence throughcut the Univerfe, and infinitely 
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“© beyond it; or to explain how God in the leaf | 
*¢ Portion of Space upon Earth, can be the very fame | 


C 
. 


on 


individual Being with God in the Sun or Stars, ot 
boundle{s Spaces beyond them. And fince God in 
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— - 


“© the leaft conceivable Part of Space, muft haveall | 
“© the Perfections of the Deity, I would gladly know | 


i 
t 


t=) 


what ’tis that makes God to be one numerical it- 
dividual Being in all the Portions of infinite Space. 


wn 


“ —We cannot fay that the divine Effence within | 
“ and without the Univerfe is numerically the fame, 


t 


“* becaufe infeperable in both thefe; for we my 


“© affirm as much of Space, which fome believe ® 
“© bea Property of God himfelf. But that, as out 
‘© Author obferves, feems to be impoflible; for th 
‘* fame Being muft have the fame Attributes and Pro 
“ erties: and hence it would evidently follow, tht 
“ any affignable Portion of Space, as a cubical Incl, 
“ Foot or Yard, would be numerically the fame wit 
“ any greater or lefs Proportion of Space, yea wil 
“¢ infinite Space itfelf. It would be only comme 
“: furate to a cubical Inch or Foot of Matter; 5! 


“ yet coextended with the vyaft Bodies of te 
66 Univer? 
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« Univerfe, and large enough to contain an infinite 
«“ Number of poflible Worlds without it.” 

Our Author’s fourth Propofition includes the Foun- 
dation of what we diftinguifh by che Title of reveal- 
ed Religion : as follows. Though the invifible Things 
of God, even his eternal Power and Godhead, are clear- 
ly [cen and underflood from the Creation of the World, 
which throughout bears a dazzling Lmprefs of his glori- 
ous Perfections; fo that in the darkeft Corner of the 
Earth, they can have no Apology, who etther deny his 
Being, or vefufe to pay him Homage; yet God bas not 
left the World to the Book of Nature, or the Direétion 
of unafified Reafon, or to any Light of natural Confci- 
ence, to lead them into all neceffary Truth, to reform and 
ave them: But be has made a much clearer Revelation 
of his Will, which is contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teftament. 

In the Proof of this Propofition our Author enu- 
merates teveral Evidences of the Scriptures being a 
divine Revelation; fhews the Poffibility of {uch Com- 
munications from God; determines what will not 
warrant us to fubmit to every Pretence of Inipirati- 
on; difcovers the Marks whereby we may diitin- 
guifh which are genuine; explains the Nature, and 
tates the Value of Miracles; laftly, fets forth at large 
the Reafons on which we may eftablifh an affured 
Faith in the Writings of the Old and New Teita- 
ments. 

In the fifth Propofition we are told, There are in 
Scripture divers high Points of Doétrine tranfcending bu- 
man Under ftanding, either at firf? to difcover, or, now 
they are revealed, to demonftrate or comprehend bow they 
canbe: yet they are neverthele/s worthy of full Credit, 
relying on the facred Teftimony of infinite Truth. Of 
this Nature, he fays, we may efteem the Doétrine of 
the Trinity, and may fully believe, “ that though 
; = is but one God, yet the divine Nature equally 
; elongs to Father, Son, and kioly Ghoft; which 
, Can never be proved impoffible, till we have a di- 

rect Idea of the Divine Nature and Per. Ations, 

°° and 
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** and know wherein the Unity of.an Omniprefep, 
“ Spirit confifts; or how the Divine Effence within 
‘© and without the Univerfe, can be the fame indiy;. 
dual Subftance: ’tis as eafy to reconcile a Trinity 
“© of Perfons to the Simplicity of the Divine Natur 
“¢ as its Omniprelence. We have nothing to i. 
“¢ he fays, with the particular Modes of this Do. 
“* dtrine, or to explain how it can be: we are only 
“6 to enquire whether it be revealed to us in Scrip. 





“ture; extending our Faith only to the utmof 


“© Reach of our Ideas.” 


In Anfwer to thofe who alledge, in Oppofition to 


this Doétrine, the Impoffibility of believing it by rea. 
fon they have no Ideas of its Subject, he fhews their 
Cafe is the fame in refpeét of other things about which 
they make no fuch Scruple, vz. The Effence of the 
Soul, and its Union with the corporeal Syftem; the 
divine Attributes of Simplicity, Eternity, and On.- 
























niprefence ; all our particular Ways of explaining | 


which, feem to imply no lefs than a Contradiction ; as 
he here largely inftances. ‘There are other Subter- 
fuges of the Oppugners of this Truth, which he ki. 
bours in like manner to detect and overthrow; after 
which, before he enters on his Arguments to confirm 
it, he particularly examines the different Schemes of 


the modern Unitarians, and proves them, as he thinks, | 


to be altogether indetenfible. 


W hen he comes direétly to demonftrate the Dey | 
of Chrift, he confiders, to that End, the repeated | 


Affurances the Scriptures give us that God created al 
things by him, and evinces thefe to imply nothing 
lefs than that he was a true, proper, phyfical Caule 
of this wondrous Effeét; after which, by a long 
Train of metaphyfical arguing, he proves that no 


thing lefs than an abfolutely infinite Power was a | 


equate to it. 


Another Argument for the fupreme Divinity of 


Chrift is drawn from the Abfurdity of afcribing Gl 
vine Worfhip and religious Adoration to a Creaturt 


After a Courfe of abftraét Reafoning upon this = | 
there | 
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there occurs an Anfwer to what thofe Unitarians, 
who all owning our Saviour to be but a created de- 
endent Being plead for worfhipping him, urge, to 
ward off the Charge of Idolatry, viz. ** That where- 
“ as he is invefted with a true divine Power and Au- 
“ thority, he may therefore juitly be made the Ob- 
«© je& of Adoration, which the Idols, of which God, 
“in Scripture, exprefies fo great an Abhorrence, 
‘could not.” This Reply turns upon the true Senfe 
of Galat. iv. 8. upon St. Foba’s tiling him God an- 
tecedent to his fetting him forth even as the Creator 
of the World; upon the Pialmitl’s likewife faying, he 
was God trom everlafting ; from the Jews never infilt- 
ing upon it as a Condition of their embracing Chris 
ftianicy, that they fhould have any Proof from Hea- 
ven of a divine Command for worfhipping Chrift, 
which, confidering the prodigious Averfion they at 
that Time had for the leaft Appearance of Creature 
Worthip, they would certainly have done, if they 
had not known he was worfhipped on no other 
Ground than that of his being the fupreme Lord of 
all things; upon the Apottles never dropping the leaft 
Word to obviate the Acculation of Idolatry, which 
the Heathens would have certainly retorted on them, 
it they. had not been fully apprized of their efteem- 
ing their Matter as infinitely tranfcending all created 
Beings; and lattly, upon the pofitive Prohibition of 
God himfelf in the firft Commandment, which {tri€t- 
ly forbids to worfhip or ferve any but God ozly: this 
Particular is enforced by the Confideration of ourLord’s 
making it the Ground of his Condu&, in refufing to 
fall down before Satan when he tempted him. 

After this, our Author, who feems refolved to 
drive the Unitarians out of all their Intrenchments, 
takes notice, that, to elude what has been now offer- 
a, It is faid, ** that to direét all our Adorations pri- 
‘ et to the Father, through the Merits and Me- 
,, ciation of the Son, is undoubtedly upon all Hy- 
‘ pothefes right, and fufficient in Praétice.” But to 
this he anf{wers, °* That if we addrefs the Father thro’ 
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the Son, we worfhip the Son; or we do not wor- 
fhip him. If we give him no direct divine Wor- 
fhip, we counteract feveral Texts of Scripture + 
that lay us under indifpenfible Obligations of doing 
otherwife. On the other hand, if we really wor- 
fhip him, (fince in the Opinion of the Unitarians 
it is only inferior Worfhip) we can never be faid to 
worfhip the Father through him, to whom we 
cannot give fubordinate Worfhip; which cannot 
without Blafphemy terminate on the fupreme God 
and Father of all: the Scriptures know of but one 
Worfhip, and one Foundation of it; and therefore 
that of the Son muft be the fame with the Father's, 
and founded on the fame Claim of true Divinity, 
And really, as he adds, it feems no eafy Mat- 
ter to give a tolerable Defcription of mediate Wor- 
fhip, that terminates on God the Father; for ifitis 
fupreme, it cannot be given to the Son of God; 
and if fubordinate, it ought not to be given to the 
*¢ Father: and fo itis neither f{upreme nor fubordinate.” 
How ftrongly this Dilemma concludes, the Reader is 
to determine; but I wifh our Author had recolle¢ted 
another, which the printed Difcourfes of fome of thole 
he is dealing with could have furnifhed him. One 
of them argues to this Purpofe: ** If we offer up our 
*¢ Prayers and Adorations to Chrift ultimately, this 
is done immediately, or thro’ a Mediator; if im- 
“ mediately, then the fupreme God may be addrefs’d 
“ without a Mediator, contrary to the whole Chri- 
“ ftian Scheme; if thro’ a Mediator, who is he? 
© Himfelf: This fcems at firft Sight a very abfurd 
« Suppofition.” | 

Some of the modern Unitarians have, Mr. Moor {ays, 
dettroyed the proper Humanity of Chrift, by denying 
him to have a Soul, and fuppofing the divine Logos 
only to have animated him, in the Place of one. Mr. 
Whifton thinks he has clearly difcovered this to be 
one of the Doétrines of the firft Ages of Chriftiant 
ty, and he looks upon it as a Difcovery of great Con- 
fequenct, 
t Heb.i.6. Philip. ii. 10, John v. 23. Rev.v.12, 13 
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fequence, being a Key to open the Senfe of fome ve- 
ry difficult Paflages of the New Teftament. On the 
other hand, our Author regards it as a monftrous Er- 
ror, and from feveral Confiderations manitefts the Ab- 
furdity and evil Tendency thereof; amongft others 
are the following. 1. % If the divine Nature of 
“ Chrift united to a human Body makes him to be 
‘6 properly a Man, then any Kind of Spirits whatfo- 
ever when united to fuch would as truly be Men. 
“But can any thing, he adds, be more foolifh 
“ than to affirm, that the moft diftant Ranks of Spi- 
“ rits fhould, by affuming the fame Sort of Bodies, 
‘«¢ become one Species, and be all truly and properly 
“ Men? 2. And by a Parity of Reafon, if the high- 
“ eft Angel in Heaven was united to the meaneft 
“ Worm, it would become a Worm, notwithftand- 
“ ing it ftill retained its angelick Nature, or eflen- 
“ tial Properties; which is a monftrous Notion. 
“© 3. The Scripture declares the Son of God to have 
“‘ been made like us in all things, which mutt cer- 
tainly imply that he refembled us in our nobler fpt- 
ritual Part, as well as in the lower corporeal one; 
but that could not be, if his Soul was as far diffe- 
rent from ours, as the Creator and Preferver of the 
“© World differs from his Creatures. 4. It is in the 
highett Degree prepofterous to imagine: the Logos 
(the eternal Wifdom of the Father) was no more 
than the Soul of an Infant, upon its firft Infufion 
into its Body; that he who made the Heavens and 
the Earth, and all that is therein, fhould, the very 
Moment of his affuming a human Body into a per- 
fonal with himfelf, become as void of every Per- 
fection as the Soul of a Child, looks liker a Cone 
tradiction than a Myftery.” Before I difmifs this 
Head, I beg leave to make one Obfervation, with no 
other View than that of having every Doétrine of 
Chriftianity fet in a clear and juft Light; itisthis, that 
Whereas our Author alledges that myfterious Text of 
Scripture, which pronounces the Son of God to have 
been made like unto vs in all things! in oppofition 7 
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the Opinion he is here confuting; it feems to be, on 
the Reverfe, a ftrong Confirmation of it: for, ac- 
cording to this Notion, the Son of God was indeed 
made like to us in all things, Sin only excepted; but 
upon the other Suppofition, that the Logos under- 
went no Diminution of Perfection by his Jacarnation, 
(which, tho’ a ufual Term, is upon our Authotr’s Hy- 
pothefis but an improper, at leaft a defective one) it 
will be hard to fay wherein the Son of God was made 
like unto us at all. God is in a moft true and proper 
Senfe united to all things; but he is not theretore ix 
all re/peéts like to any thing; nay, in no Senfe, as our 
Author himfelf afore has proved, {peaking {tridtly; 
how then will the Union of the fecond Perfon of the 
Gedhead with our Nature make him like unto us in 
all things? Suppofing this to be a Union of a pecu- 
liar Kind, we cannot conceive how Union of any 
Kind fhould create a Refemblance: being united and 
made like unto are expreflive of as different Ideas as 
any two Words whatfoever. I own, I never un- 
til this moment exercifed my Thoughts upon this 
Subject. I once only caft my Eye upon a Pafiage re- 
lating to it in one of Mr. WVAiffon’s Sermons; I once 
alfo heard him mention it as an invaluable Difcovery 
in the primitive Doctrine of Chriftianity ; and now 
having my Idea of it reviv’d by what I met with 
concerning it here in our Author, it occafioned the 
above Hint, which I humbly offer to the Confidera- 
tion of thofe who have Inclination and Ability to 
fettle a Point of fuch Confequence to a right under- 
ftanding of the Scripture Doétrine concerning the 
Perfon and Office of our Bleffed Saviour. 

Our Author’s concluding Argument for the {u- 
preme Deity of Chrift is founded upon the Scripture’s 
afcribing the fame Names, Titles, Attributes, and 
Perfections to him as to his Father. He fhews the 
Vanity of pretending thefe are to be taken in a limi 
ted Senfe when applied to the latter. He comments 
on feveral Texts of Scripture, the Senfe of which has 


been controverted, and evinces them to admit of 
orner 
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other than an orthodox Meaning. He applies them 
alfo to demonftrate the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft. 
And, laftly, in few Words endeavours to clear theDo- 
&rine of a Trinity of Perfons in the Unity of Nature 
or Effence, from the Charge of a direct Contradiétion. 





ARTICLE XVII. 
Continuation of the Hiftory of China. 


HE third Volume of the Hiftory of China 

commences with an Account of the Method 
the young Chinefe obferve in their Studies; of the 
feveral Degrees they take, and the various Examina- 
tions they undergo to attain that of Doétor. 

The Manner in that Country of teaching their 
Children to read is thus: About an hundred Chara- 
éers are chofen, which exprefs the moft common 
things, and fuch as are moft familiar to the Senfes, as 
the Sky, Sun, Moon, Man, fome Plants, Animals, 
a Houfe, and the moft common Utenfils; all thefe 
are engraved, and the Characters whereby they are 
expreffed fet underneath. When they have gone 
over thefe fo often as to have fixed them in their Me- 
mories, fome little Books compofed of a few of thefe 
Charaéters are put into their Hands. When they are 
become Matters of thofe, they are raught by degrees 
all the neceflary Characters, which amount to a great 
Number: at firft the little Scholar learns five or fix 
ina Day, and goes on to more as his Capacity increa- 
les by Exercife. 

As foon as they can read the four Books which 
contain the Doétrine of Confucius and Mencius, they 
are not fuffered to read any other till they have got 
thefe by heart without miffing a Letter; and what is 
moft difficult and leaft pleafing, as our Author fays, 
is, that they muft learn thefe Books without under- 
{landing {carce any thing of them, it being the Cu- 
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ftom not to explain the Senfe of the Charaéters till 
their Pupils are acquainted with them perfectly. 

At the fame time that they teach Children the Let- 
ters, they learn them the Ufe of the Pencil alfo; at 
firft they lay before them great Sheets of Paper, with 
large red Characters written or printed on them; 
thete the Children often trace over with their Pencils; 
when they have practifed this fufficiently, other Sheets 
are given them, on which the Characters are lefs, and 
black; over thefe another Sheet is laid of white and 
tranfparent Paper, on which they draw the Figures 
underneath. 

Finally, our Author fays, they take great care to 
improve their Hands; it being a great Advantage to 
the Learned to write well, and their Inability this 
way being enough to difqualify them for their De- 
erees, unlefs they give Proofs of other extraordinary 

ttaimments cither in the Language or the Art of 
compofing good Difcourfes. 

From the Learning of the Chixe/e our Author pro- 
ceeds to their Religion. ‘There are, he tells us, three 
principal Sets in the Empire; that of the Learned, 
who follow the Doétrine of the ancient Books, and 
look upon Confucius as their Mafter; that of the Dif- 
ciples of Lao Riew, which is nothing but a Web of 
Extravagance and Impiety; and that of Idolaters, 
who worfhip a Divinity called Fo, whofe Opinions 
were tranflated from the Judies into China about thire 
ty-two Years after the Crucifixion of our Saviour. 
To give fome Notion of thefe different Sects, Father 
Du Halde relates feveral things drawn from the Chi- 
nefe Hiltory, or gained from the Memoirs of Perfons 
of Judgment and Sincerity ,who {pent the greateft Part 
of their Lives in China, and who were become skil- 
ful in the Language and Learning of that Nation: he 
confines himfelf to plain Fa€ts, without, as he fays, 
entering into Difcuflions which have afforded Matter 
for many Treatifes; and what he records of them 38 
according to the Order of Time in which they had 
their refpective Oxigins. , 
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[t isa common Opinion, as he remarks, that fome 
of the Defcendants of Noah penetrated into China a- 
bout two hundred Years after the Deluge, and laid 
the Foundation of this vaft Monarchy; that inftruét- 
ed by Tradition, concerning the Grandeur and Pow- 
er of the fupreme Being, they taught their Children, 
and thro’ them their numerous Potterity, to fear him, 
and honour the Principles of the Law of Nature 
written in their Hearts. 

Of this we find Traces in their ancient and valu- 
able Books, which the Chinefe call, by way of Emi- 
nence, Zhe Five Volumes; thefe they look upon as the 
Source of all their Learning and Morality. How- 
ever, our Author fays, thefe Books are not properly 
Treatifes of Religion, form'd with a View of in- 
ftructing the People therein, feeing they contain only 
Part of their Hiftory: and the Drift of them in ge- 
neral is, to maintain Peace and Tranquillity in the 
State, by a Regulation of Manners, and an exact Ob- 
fervation of the Laws; for the Attainment of which 
the Chine/e think two things neceflary to.be obferved, 
viz. the Duties of Religion, and the Rules of good 
Government. 

The chief Object of their Worfhip is the fupreme 
Being, Lord and chief Sovereign of all things, which 
they worfhipped under the Name of Chang ti, that 
iss f{upreme Emperor, or Zier, which, according to 
the Chinefe, fignifies the fame thing. They likewife 
pay an Adoration, but in a fubordinate manner, to 
inferior Spirits depending on the fupreme Being, 
which, according to them, prefide over Cities, Ri- 
vers, Mountains. 

It appears from one of their Canonical Books, 
called Chu king, that this Zien or firft Being, the Ob- 
ject of publick Worfhip, is the Principle of all 
Things, the Father of the People, abfolutely inde- 
pendent, almighty, omnifcient, knowing even the 
Secrets of the Heart, who watches over the Condué 
of the Univerfe, and permits nothing to be aéted 
contrary to his Will; who is Holv without Partiali- 

N 4 ty, 








200 The Works of the Learned Art. 1¥, 


ty, a Rewarder of Virtue in Mankind, fupremely 
Jutt, punifhing Wickednefs in the moft publick Man- 
ner, raifing up and cafting down the Kings of the 
Earth according to his own Pleafure; that the pub- 
lick Calamities are the Notices which he gives for 
the Reformation of Manners, and that the End of 
thefe Evils is followed with Mercy and Goodnefs, 

It is itill farther obfervable, that they attribute no- 
thing to Chang ti, which does not become the f{u- 
preme Lord of the World; they attribute to him 
Power, Providence, Knowledge, Juftice, Goodnefs, 
Clemency ; they call him their Father and Lord, they 
honour him with Worfhip and Sacrifices worthy of 
the fupreme Being, and by the Practice of every Vir- 
tue; they likewife afhrm, that all outward Adora- 
tion muft fail of pleafing Zien, if it does not pro- 
ceed from the Heart, and the inward Sentiments of 
the Soul. 

[ris faid in Che King, that Chang ti cicarly beholds 
ill things; that he {ces from the higheft Heavens 
what is done here below; that he makes ufe of our 
Parents to beltow upon us the material Part, but that 
he himfelf gives an underftanding Mind, capable of 
Reflection, which raifes us above the Rank of Brutes; 
that to offer an acceptable Sacrifice, it is not fuffici- 
ent that the Emperor, to whom the Prieftly as well 
as the Regal Function belongs, prefent it; for it 
is likewite neccflary that he be either upright or 
penitent, and that before the Sacrifice he fhould ex- 
piate his Faults with Fa{ting and Tears; that we can- 
not fathom the Depth of his Defigns and Countels, 
and yet we ought not to believe that he is too exalt- 
ed to attend to what is done below; that he himéfelf 
examines all our Actions, and that he has fet up a 
Tribunal in our own Confciences whereby we are 
judged. 

Such are the Principles (concerning the Deity) of 
the firft of the three principal Seéts of the Chine/e: I 
intend not in this Abftraét to take notice of any other 


Particulars relating thereto: The hiftorical — 
that 
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that Father Da Halde intermixes with thefe have no- 
thing in them that I fee valuable: only I muft ob- 
ferve, that the original Doétrines of this Seét, thro” 
Troubles happening in the Empire, and the Corrup- 
tion of Manners that was become almoft general, 
were almoft quite defpifed and in danger of being loft, 
when Confucius made his Appearance upon the Stage, 
and revived their Reputation, by teftifying the high- 
et Efteem of thofe ancient Books in which they were 
contained; for which Reafon he is to this Day look- 
ed upon by all the Difciples of it as their Mafter: 
and yet in his Time, as is here noted, arofe the Se& 
of Tao ffee. 

Lao Kiun is the Name of the Philofopher who 
pwe rife to it, and, if you credit his Difciples, his 
Birth was very extraordinary, he not coming into the 
World till forty Years atter his Conception. His 
Books are ftill extant, but, as it is fuppofed, much 
difguifed by his Followers, though there ftill remain 
Maxims and Sentiments worthy of a Philofopher 
upon moral Virtue, the avoiding Honours, the con- 
tempt of Riches, and the happy Solicitude of a Soul, 
who, raifing itfelf above terreftrial things, believes 


that it hasa Sufficiency in itfelf. 


Among the Sentences there is one that is often re- 


| peated, efpecially when he {peaks of the Produétion 
| ofthe World: ** Zao, fays he, or Reafon, produced 


“one, one hath produced two, two have produced 
“three, and three have produced ail things.” 
Whenever the Miffionaries find fuch a Sentence as 
this in any of the old Heathen Writings, they lay a 
mighty Strefs on it, as a choice Proof of the Mytte- 
nes of Chriftianity. 
_ The Morality of this Philofopher and his Difciples, 
isnot, Du Halde fays, unlike that of the Epicurcans ; 
It confifts in avoiding vehement Defires and Paffions, 
cipable of difturbing the Peace and Tranquility of 
the Soul ; and, according to them, the Attention of 
‘very Wife Man ought to be, to pafs his Life free 
from Solicitude and Uneafinefs, and to this end never 
CO 
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to reflect on what is paft, nor to be anxious offearch. | | 
ing into Futurity. 

They affirm, that to give one felf up to ruffin 
care, to be bufied about great Projects, to follow the 
Dictates of Ambition, Avarice, and other Paffons 
is to labour more for Pofterity than ourfelves, od 
that it is Madnels to purchale the Happinefs of others 
at the Expence of our own Repofe and Pleafure, 
that with refpect to our own Happinefs, our Purfuits 
after it ic fhould be moderate, and our Defires not | 
too violent, becaufe whatever we look upon as oy; 
Happinefs ceafes to be fo, if it 1s accompanied with | 
Trouble, Dittafle, or Inquietude, and if the Peace | 
of the Soul is never fo little difturbed. 

For this Reafon, thofe who belong to this SeG, 
affect a Calm which fufpends, as they fay, all the 
Funétions of the Soul; and as this Tranquility mut | 
needs be difturbed by the Thoughts of Death, they | 
Boatt of inventing a Liquor that has the Power of | 
rendering them Immortal: They are addicted to 
Chymiftry, and fearch after the Philofopher’s Stone; 
they are likewife fond of Magick, and are perfuaded, 
that by the Affiftance of the Demons they invoke, 
they can fucceed in their Defires. 

The Succeffors of the Head of this Seét, our Au- 
thor tells us, are always honoured with the Dignity 
of chief Mandarins, and they refide in a Town ot 
the Province of Kiang fi, where they have a magni: | 
ficent Palace: A great Concourfe of People flock | 
thither from the neighbouring Provinces to get pro 
per Remedies for their Difeafes, or to leara thei 
Deftiny, and what is to happen in the Remainder ot 
their Lives, when they receive of the Tien fee,’ 
Billet filled with magical Characters, and go away 
well fatisfied, without complaining of the Sum they | 
pay for this fingular Favour. 

Our Author relates feveral other things concerning 
the Enchantments of the Minifters of this Seét; but | 
I intend not in this Abftra&t to amufe the Readet 


with any thing {o trifling as the Chine/e Legerdemi zz 
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| proceed theretore to what he tells us of the third 
seét, that of Fo or Foe. 

For the Space of 270 Years, the Emperors of the 
Dynafty of Han, poffefled the Imperial Throne, and 
bout fixty five Years from the Birth of Chrift, the 
Emperor Mingtz introduced a new Seét into China, 
till more dangerous than the former, and which has 
made a far more rapid Progrefs. 
. This Prince happened to dream one Night, and 
| among other things there occurred to his Mind a 
| Sentence which Confucius often repeated, viz. that 

the moft Holy was to be found in the Weft; upon this 
| hefent Ambafladors into the /ndies to difcover who 
this Saint was, and to feek for the true Law which 
he there taught; the Ambaffadors fuppofed they had 


- | found him among the Worfhippers of the Idol Fo or 
|| Foe, and they tranfported this Idol into China, and 
_ with it the Fables wherewith the /udian Books were 


filled. 

This Contagion, which began in the Court, foon 
got pround in the Provinces, and has fpread through 
| allthe Empire, wherein Magick and Impiety had al- 
ready made too great havock. 

It is hard to fay in what Part of the Jndies this I- 
dol was; and if the extraordinary things that its Dif- 
ciples relate of it are not fo many Fables purpofely in- 
vented, one would be apt to believe, with St. Francis 


‘| Xavier, that he was rather a Demon than an ordiaa- 
_ ty Man. 


They relate that he was born in that Part of the 
Indies which the Chinefe call Chung tien cho, that his 
Father was the King of this Country, and that his 
Mother was called Mo ye, and died foon after he was 
born; when fhe conceived fhe almoft conftantly 
| dreamed that the had {wallowed an Elephant; and 

hence arife the Honours that the Kings of the Ludies 
pay to white Elephants, and often make war to gain 

oflefion of this Animal. 

‘Hardly, fay they, was this Montfter feparated from 
his Mother, but he ftood upright and walked feven 

Paces, 
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Paces, pointing with one Hand to the Heaven, anj 
the other to the Earth; nay, he likewife {poke and 
pronounced diftinctly thefe tollowing Words, There is 
none but myfelf in the Heaven or the Earth that ought 
to be adored. 

At the Age of feventeen he married three Wire; 
and had a Son called by the Chinefe Mo heou lo; ‘ 
the Age of nineteen he forfook his Wives, and alj 
earthly Cares, to retire into a folitary Place, and pu 
himfelf under the Guidance of four Philofophers, 


called by the Indians Toghis at thirty he was wholly | 


infpired by the Divinity, and became Fo or Pagod, as 
the Jadians call him, looking upon himfelf as a God; 
he then applied himfelf wholly to propagate his Do- 
€trines, the Devil always helping him out ata dead 
Lift; for by his Affiftance, fays our Author, he did 
the moft wonderful things, and by the Novelty of 
his Miracles filled the People with Dread, and pro 
cured himfelf great Veneration; the Chine/e have de- 


fcribed thefe Prodigies in feveral large Volumes, and | 


reprelented them in feveral Cuts. 


It is fcarcely credible how many Difciples this chi- 


merical God gained, for they reckon eighty thoufand 
who were buly in infecting all the Za/f with his im 


pious Tenets; the Chinefe call them Ho chang, the | 


Tartars, Lamas; the Siamefe, Talapoins; the Fape 


nefe, or rather the Europeans, Bouzes: Among thi | 
great Number of Difciples, there were ten of greater 
Diftin@ion as to Rank and Dignity, who publifhed | 


five thoufand Volumes in Honour of their Matter. 
However, this new God found himfelf mortal 
well as the reft of Mankind; for at the Age of f¢ 
venty-nine the Weaknefs of his Body gave him notic 
of his approaching End, and then to crown all bi 
Impieties, he broached the Venom of Atheifm. 
He declared to his Difciples, that till that Moment 
Ire had made ufe of nothing but Parables, that hi 


Difcourfes were fo many Enigmas, and that for mot 


than forty Years he had concealed the Truth under © 


purative and metaphorical Expreffions; but 7" : | 
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pout to leave them, he would communicate his true 
Sentiments, and reveal the Myttery of his Doétrine: 
Learn then, faid he to them, that the Principle of 
:|| Things is Emptinels and nothing: from Nothing 
| Things proceeded, and into Nothing all will rc 
urn, and this is the E.\nd of all our Hopes; but his 
Difciples adhered only to his firft Words, and their 
Dottrine is directly oppofite to Atheifm. 

However, the lait Words of this Impoftor, Father 
Du Halde fays, laid the Foundation of that celebra- 


| ted Diftin@ion, which is made in his Doétrine into 


Exterior and Interior. His Difciples did not fail to 
difperfe a great Number of Fables after his Death, 
and eafily perfuaded a fimple and credulous People 
that their Matter had been born eight thoufand times, 
that his Soul had fucceflively paffed thro’ different A- 
nimals, and that he had appeared in the Figure of an 
Ane, a Dragon, an Elephant, &c. 

This was plainly done with a Defign to eftablifh 
the Worfhip of this pretended God under the Shape 
of various Animals ; and in reality thefe different Crea~ 
tures, through which the Soul of Fo was faid to have 
paled, were worfhipped in feveral Places; the Cdi- 
wee themfelves built feveral Temples to all Sorts of 
Idols, and they multiplied exceedingly throughout 
the Empire. 

Among the great Number of Difciples that this 


chimerical Deity made, there was one more dear to 
| him than all the reft, to whom he trufted his greatett 


Secrets, and charged him more particularly to propa- 
gate his Doétrine; he was called Moo kia ye; he 
commanded him not to amufe himfelf with bringing 
Proofs and tedious Arguments to fupport his Do- 
Urine, but to put, in a plain manner, at the Head of 
his Works which he fhould publifh, thefe Words, /¢ 


1s thus that I have learned. 
This Fo {peaks, in one of his Books, of a Matter 


_ “More ancient than himfelf, called by the Chine/e, Omi 


i) oC rN e be 
y Whom the Fapane/e by Corruption of the Lan- 
allage have termed 4mida. It was in the Kingdom 


of 
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of Bengal that this other Monfter appeared; and the 
Bonzes pretend that he attained to fuch great Sang, 
ty, and had fuch great Merit, that it is fufficient » 
prefent to invoke him to obtain Pardon for the grey, 
eft Crimes; on this account the Chinefe of this Seg 
are heard continually to pronounce thefe two Name 
Omi to, Fo; they think that the Invocation of the 
pretended Deities purifies them in fuch a manne, 
that they afterwards give a loofe to all their Paffion 
being perfuaded that it will coft them nothing but q 
Invocation to expiate their moft enormous Crimes, 

The laft Words of Fo, when he was dying, gay| 
rife to a Sect of Atheifts; + but the greateft Part of 
the Bonzes could not lay afide the Prejudices of thei 
Education, and fo perfevered in the firft Errors thei 
Matter had taught them. 

There were others who endeavoured at a Recon: 
ciliation between them, by calling one the Exterio 
Doétrine, and the other the Interior; the firft wa! 
more fuitable to the Capacity of the People, and pre 
pared their Minds to receive the fecond, which wa 
fuitable to none but elevated Minds; and the bette 
to convey their Thoughts they made ufe of the fol 
lowing Example. | 

The Exterior Doétrine, fay they, is with relation) 
to the Interior, what the Frame is with refpect to th 
Arch that is built upon it; for the Frame is only at 
ceffary to fupport the Stones while the Arch is built 
ing, but as foon as it is finifhed it becomes ufele 
and they take ic to pieces; in the fame manner th 
exterior Doétrine is laid afide as foon as the interior: 
embraced. 

Now the exterior Doctrine which contains th 
Principles of the Morality of the Bonzes, and whic! 
they are very careful to enforce, is this: They ia 
there is great Difference between Good and Evi 
that after Death there will be Rewards for thofe th«, 
have done well, and Punifhments for thofe that ha: 
done evil; that there are Places appointed " th 

oul 


+ This feems to contradict a foregoing Paragraph, but upon At 
tention I conceive it will be found not inconfiftens therewith 
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Souls of both, wherein they are fixed according to 
heir Defert; that the God Fo was born to fave Man- 
kind, and to direct thofe to the Way of Salvation 
who had itrayed from it; that it was he who expiated 
their Sins, and procured them a happy Birth in the 
other World; that there are five Precepts to be ob- 
ferved, the firit is, Not to kill any living Creature; 
the fecond is, Not to take what belongs to others; 
the third prohibits Impurity, the fourth Lying, and 
the fifth Drinking of Wine. But efpecially they muft 
not be wanting in certain charitable Works which 
they prefcribe: above all they muftufe the Bouzes well. 

Our Author here expatiates in expofing the Pre- 
tences and Tricks of thefe Impoftors to beget in the 
deluded People a Dread of and Dependance upon them, 
and to enrich themfelves by their Credulity : Some of 
the things he relates are fo like what he might fee in 
Italy, and fome other Countries of Europe, not ex- 
cepting his own, where the Clergy have the fame 
Views, and the fame unhappy Influences over a blind 
Populace, as the Chinefe Bonzes, that I wonder he 
was not fenfible of the Relemblance, and more re- 
erved in this Part of his Defcription. But to return. 
to his Account. 

All the Bonzes are not equally honourable, for they 
are of different Degrees. ‘Tho’ they have not a re- 
gular Hierarchy, yet they have their Superiors, whom 
they call Ta ho chang, that is, great Bonzes; and this 
Rank to which they are raifed, greatly adds to the 
Reputation which they have acquired by their Age, 
Gravity, Meeknefs, and Hypocrify. There are in 
all Places Monafteries of thefe Bouzes, but they are 
hot all equally frequented by a Concourfe of People. 

What has been afore faid concerning the Tenets of 
this Se&t related only to its exterior Doétrine: As to 
the Juterior, very few, our Author fays, are allowed 
to be acquainted with its Mytteries, the Body of the 
Bonzes in general are thought to be too ftupid to par- 
ake thereof; for thofe who are initiated muft havea 
lublime Genius, that they may be capable of attain- 
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ing the higheft Perfection. This interior Do€trine ; 
the fame that was taught by Fo in the laft Momenss 
of his Life, and which his Difciples, whom he tryg. 
ed moft, have taken care to explain and propagate. 
We need do nothing more, as our Author well ob. 
ferves, than mention this ridiculous Syitem, to thew 
how far the Folly of Mankind will lead thofe who 
pive way to fuch Extravagancies: Here follows , 
Summary of it. 

They teach that a Vacuum or Nothing is the Prin. 


ciple of all things; that from this our firft Parents | 


had their Original, and to this they returned after 
their Death; that the Vacuum is that which confi. 
tutes our Being and Subftance; that it 1s from No- 
thing, and the Mixture of the Elements, that al! 
things are produced, and to which they all retum; 
that all Beings differ from one another only by their 


Shape and Qualities, in the fame manner as Snow, | 
Ice and Hail differ from each other; and in the fame | 


manner as they make a Man, a Lion, or fome other 
Creature of the fame Metal, which lofing their Shapes 
and Qualities become again the fame uniform Mals. 
Thus they fay all Beings, as well animate as inant 
mate, tho’ differing in their Qualities and Figures, 


Eee 2 


are only the fame thing proceeding from the fame | 
Principle; this Principle is a moft admirable thing, | 


exceeding pure, free from all Alteration, very fine, 


fimple, and by its Simplicity is the Perfection of all 


Beings. In fhort, it is very perfeét, and conftantly | 


at ref{t, without Energy, Power, or Underftanding, 
without Action, without Defires: To live happy we 
muft continually ftrive by Meditation, and frequent 
Victories over ourfelves, to become like this Prima 
pium, and to this end accuftom ourfelves to do 10 
thing, to defire nothing, to perceive nothing, ! 
think on nothing. There is no Difpute about Vice 
or Virtues, Rewards or Punifhments, Providence am 
the Immortality of the Soul; all Holinefs confiftsm 
ceafing to be, and to be fwallowed up by Nothing; 


the nearer we approach to the Nature of a Stone, ® | 


the 
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the Trunk of a Tree, the more perfect we are: In 
fhort, it isin Indolence and Inactivity, in a Ceflation 
of all Paffions, in a Privation of every Motion of the 
Body, in an Annihilation of all the Faculties of the 
Soul, and in the general Sufpenfion of all Thought, 
that Virtue and Happinefs confit. When a Man has 
once attained this happy State, he will then meet with 
no further Viciffitudes and ‘Tranfmigrations; he has 
nothing to fear for the future, becaufe, properly 
(peaking, he is nothing; or if he is any thing, he is 
happy; and to fay every thing in one word, he is 
perfectly like the God Fo. 

This Doétrine is not without its Followers, Father 
Du Halde tells us, even at Court, where it was em- 
braced by fome Grandees. However, the greateft 
Part of the Learned have oppofed this Seét, and a- 
mong others a famous Colao called Poe? guci, a zealous 
Difciple of Confucius; they attack’d it with all their 
Might, proving that this Apathy, or rather this mon- 
ftrous Stupidity, overturned all Morality and civil 
Society; that Man is raifed only above other Beings 
by his thinking and reafoning Faculties, and by his 
Application to the Knowledge and Praétice of Vir- 
tue; that to afpire after this foolifh Inaétivity is re- 
houncing the moft effential Duties, abolifhing the ne- 
ceflary Relation of Father and Son, Husband and 
Wife, Prince and Subject; and that if this Doétrine 
was follow’d, it would reduce all’ the Members of a 
State to a Condition much inferior to that of Beafts. 

It is this monftrous Heap of Superftitions, Magic, 
Idolatry and Atheifm, our Author fays, that, having 
Very early infeéted the Minds of fome of the Learn- 
ed, has fpawn’d a Seét which is embraced in the room 
of Religion or Philofophy; for it is difficult.to give 
tatrue Title, nor perhaps do they know what to 
call it themfelves. : 

The Leaders of it, who have broached a Doétrine, 
by which they pretend to explain whatever is obfcure 
in the ancient Books, appeared under the Reign of 
Me nineteenth Family of Sozg, above a thoufand 
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Years after Idolatry had got footing in China. The 
Troubles that the different Seéts, and the Wars cau. 
fed in the Empire, had entirely banifh’d from it the 
Love of the Sciences, and introduced Ignorance and 
Corruption of Manners, which had been predomi- 
nant there for many Ages. There were then found 
but few Doctors who were capable of raifing Mens 
Minds from fo general a Lethargy; but the Tafte the 
Impcrial Family of Soxg had for the ancient Books, 
reviv’d by little and little an Emulation for Learning; 
there appearcd among the principal Mandarins Men 


of Genius and Spirit, who undertook to explain not | 


only the ancient Canonical Books, but the Interpre- 
tation made thereon by Confucius, by Mencius his Dit- 
ciple, and other celebrated Authors. 


About the Year 1070 was the Time that thefe In- | 


terpreters appeared, who gain’d a great Reputation, 
The moft famous were Jehu ¢/e and Tebing t/e, who 
publith’d their Works under the Reign of the fixth 
Prince of the Family of Song. Zebu t/e diflinguith’d 
himfelf fo greatly by his Capacity, that they reverd 
him as the Prince of Learning: Though thefe Au- 


thors have been had in Efteem for thefe five or fix | 


hundred Years paft, yet they are ftill look’d upon a 


modern Authors, efpecially when. compared with the | 


a ene ners aq — 


ancient Interpreters, who lived fifteen Ages before | 


them. 


Ina word, about the Year of our Lord 1400, the | 
Emperor Yoxg to made choice of forty-two of the | 


moft skilful Decors, whom he commanded to It 
duce the Doétrine into one Body, and to take elpe 
cial Notice of the Commentaries of Zebu t/e and Te 
hing tfe, who flourifh’d under the Reign of the Fe 
mily of Song. Theie Mandarins apply’d themlelves 
to this Work, and befides their Interpretation of the 


Canonical Books, and of the Works of Confuais | 
and Mencius, they compofed another containing twel | 


ty Volumes, and gave it the Title of Sing li ta t/ut 
that is, of Nature or natural Philofophy. The fol 
bowing is a Sketch of their Syftem. 


They | 
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They give the firft Principle of all things the Name 
of Tai-kig which they fay 1s impoflible to be explain’d, 
being feparated from Imperfeétions of Matter, and 
therefore can have no Appellation agreeable to its 
Nature. However, they compare it to the Ridge of 
a Houle, which ferves to unite the Roof; to the 
Root of a Tree, to the Axle-tree of a Chariot, toa 
Hinge on which all things.turn; and they affirm it to 
be the Bafis, the Pillar, and the Foundation of all 
things: It is not, fay they, a chimerical Being, like 
to the Vacuum of the Bonzes; but it is a real Being 
which had Exiftence before all things, and yer is not 
diftinguifhable from them, being the fame thing with 
the Perfect and the Imperfect, the Heaven, the Earth, 
and the five Elements, infomuch that every thing 
may in a Senfe be called Tai- ki. 

They fay likewife that we ought to confider of 
it as a thing both moveable and at reft; when it 
moves it produces a Yang, which is a perfect, fubtile, 
ative Matter, and is in continual Motion; when it 
is at reft it produces Yu, a Matter grofs, imperfect, 
and without Motion: . This is fomething like a Man, 
who, while he is at reft, profoundly meditates upon 
a Subject, and who proceeds from Reft to Motion 
when he has explain’d what he meditated upon: 
From the Mixture of thefe two forts of Matter arife 
the five Elements, which by their Union and Tem- 
perament produce different Beings, and diftinguifh 
one thing from another. Hence arife the continual 
Viciffitudes of the Parts of the Univerfe, the Moti- 
on of the Stars, the Repofe of the Earth, the Fruit- 
fulnefs or Sterility of the Plains: They add that this 
Matter, or rather this Virtue inherent in Matter, 
produces, orders and preierves all Parts of the Uni- 
vere; that it is the Caufe of all the Changes, and 
yet is ignorant of its own regular Operations. 

However, nothing our Author fays is more fur- 
piizing than to read of the Perfeétions that thele 
modern Commen:ators attribute to Zai-ki: They fay 
s Extenfion is infinite, its Nature pure and perfeét, 
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Duration without Beginning and without End: Irs 
the Idea, the Model, and the Source of all things 
and the Effence of all other Beings. In fhort, . 
fome Places they fpeak of it as of an animated Bein 
and give it the Name of Soul and Spirit, and look 
upon it as the fupreme Underftanding; but when 
they would reconcile thefe Notions to the ancient 
Books they fall into the moft manifeft Contradi&tions, 

To the fame Being, which they call Zai-ki, they 
likewife give the Name of Li, and this, they fay 
farther, join’d to Matter, is the Compofition of ql! 
natural Bodies, and fpecificates and diftinguifhes one 
thing from another; their Method of Reafoning isa 
follows. You make out of a Piece of Wood a Stool 
or a Table, but the Zz, gives the Wood the Form 
of the Table or Stool, and when they are broke the | 
Li of neither fubfifts any longer. Their Reafoings | 
in Points of Morality are the fame; they call Ze that | 
which eftablifhes the reciprocal Duty between the | 
Prince and the Subject, the Father and the Son, the | 
Husband and the Wife; they give likewife the Name 
of Lito the Soul, becaufe it informs the Body, and | 
when it ceafes to inform it, the Zz is faid to be de- 
ftroyed; in the fame Manner, fay they, as Ice diffol- | 
ved by Heat lofes the Li whereby it became Ice, and | 
reaffumes its Fluidity and natural Being. 

In fhort, when they have difputed in this unin 
telligible Manner, (as our Author terms it, though 
the Jargon of our Schools is as difficult to be under: | 
ftood) concerning the Nature of Zaz ki and Li, they 
neceflarily fall into Atheifm, becaufe they exclude 
every efficient fupernatural Caufe, and admit no other 
Principle than an inanimate Virtue or Energy united 
to the Matter, to which they give the Name of L 
or Tai ki. | 

But they find themfelves moft embaraffed, whet | 
they would fain clude the great Number of plat | 
Texts, in the ancient Books, which fpeak of Spints | 
of Juftice, of the Providence of a fupreme Bein; 
and the Knowledge which he has of the —_ | 
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Mens Hearts, €?c. for when they endeavour to ex- 
lain them in their own grofs Manner they are cer- 
rain to fall into frefh Contradictions, dettroying in 
one Place what they eftablifh in another, 

Some of the Miflionaries have afferted, that the 
truly Learned have not given way to thefe mad No- 
tions, but have adhered ftrictly to the Text of the 
ancient Books, without regarding the extravagant 
Opinions of modern Commentators. Others again 
are pofitive that all the Learned in the Empire are 
no better than fo many Atheifts, however, they may 
for prudential Reafons think fit to difguife their real 
Sentiments. 

[have omitted nothing in the Account of thofe 
Sets which I thought neceflary for the Readers 
forming a compleat Notion of them, becaufe I 
judged it a part of the Hiftory that muft be parti- 
cularly agreeable to Perfons of an inquifitive Genius: 
For which Reafon I fhall likewife be as circumftan- 
tial as this Article can allow, in treating upon the 
Subje&t immediately following it in this Volume, 
which is the Skill thefe Chinefe have attained in the 
Sciences. 

When we caft our Eyes, fays Father Du Halde, 
onthe great Number of Libraries in China magni- 
ficently built, finely adorn’d, and enrich’d with a 
prodigious Colleétion of Books; when we confider 
the vaft Number of their Doétors and Colleges efta- 
blifhed in all the Cities of the Empire, their Obferva- 
tories and their conftant Application to watch the 
Courfe of the Stars, and when we farther refleét, 
that by Study alone the higheft Dignities are at- 
tained, and that Men are generally preferr’d in pro- 
portion to their Abilities; that according to the 
Laws of the Empire the Learned only have, for 
above four thoufand Years, been Governors of Ci- 
ues and Provinces, and have enjoy’d all the Offices 
bout the Court, one would be tempted to believe, 
that of all the Nations in the World China mutt 
be the moft Knowing and moft Learned. How- 
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ever, a {mall Acquaintance with them will {oop 
undeceive one; for though it muft be ackrow. 
ledged, that the Chinc/e have a great deal of Wit, 
yet it is not an inventive, fearching, penetrating 
Wit, nor have they brought to Perfection any of 
the fpeculative Sciences which require Subtilty and 
Penetration. 

Yet our Author does not attribute this to an 
want of Capacity, feeing it is very plain that they 
fucceed in other things which require as great 3 
Genius and as deep a Penetration as the fpeculative 
Sciences ; but there are two principal Obttacles 
which hinder their Progrefs in thefe kind of Re. 
fearches; 1. There is nothing within or without the 
Empire to ftir up their Emulation: 2. Thofe who 
are able to diftinguifh themfeives therein, have no 
Reward to expect for their Labour. The chief and 
only Way that leads to Riches, Honours, and Off- 
ces, is the Study of the Canonical Books, Hiftory, 
the Laws and Morality; it is to learn to write ina 


polite manner, in Terms fuitable to the Subject treat- | 


edupon. By this means the Degree of Doétor 1s ob- 


tained; and when that is over, they are poffefled of | 





fuch Honour and Credit that the Conveniencies of | 


Life follow foon after, becaufe then they are fure to 
have a Government ina fhort time : even thofe who 
wait for this Poft, when they return into their Pro- 


vinces, are greatly refpeéted by the Mandarins of the | 


Place, their Family is protected from vexatious Mo- 
leftations, and they there enjoy a great many Privile- 
ges. But as there is nothing like this to hope for by 
thofe who apply themfelves to the fpeculative Scien- 
ces, and as the Study of them is not the Road to 
Affvence and Honours, it is no wonder that thele 
Sort of abftraéted Speculations fhould be neglededby 
the Chinefe. | 
After this general View of the State of the Scien 
ces in China, our Author proceeds to fpeak of the 
Condition of each of them in particular, And fir 


of their Logick: this he tells us is void of all Precep's | 


they 





Art. 17% for March 1737. 215 
they have invented no Rules to bring Argumentation: 
to Perfection, tor they know not how to define, di- 
yidey or draw Confequences; they «follow nothin 
but the natural Light of Reafon; it is by this alone, 
and without any Affiftance from Art, that they com- 
pare feveral Ideas together, and draw Confequences 
(uficiently jutt. 7 

Their Réetorick is, in like manner, entirely natu- 
ral, they being little acquainted with proper Rules to 
adorn and embelith a Difcourfe; and yet they are not 
abfolutely without, Imitation generally ferving them 
in the room of Precepts; they are fatisfied with read- 
ing the moft eloquent Pieces, and oblerve the Strokes 
that are moft likely to afrect the Mind, and make 
juch an Impreffion as they defire; ’tis after thefe Mo- 
dels that they copy when they compofe any fet Dif- 
courfe. As for other things, their Eloquence. does 
not confift ina proper Arrangement of Periods, but 
in lively Expreflions, noble Metaphors, in bold Com- 
parifons, and chiefly in Maxims and Sentences ex- 
tracted from the ancient Sages, who exprefs them- 
felves in a lively, concife, and myfterious Style, cone 
taining a great deal of Senfe,and Variety of Thoughts 
ina few Words. 

They pretend themfelves to be the firft who in- 
vented Mu/ick, and they boaft of having formerly 
brought it to the higheft Perfection: If what they 
fay is true, they muft be greatly degenerated, for it is 
at prefent fo imperfect that it hardly deferves the 
Name. It is true, Father Du Halde fays, that in 
former Times it was in great Efteem, and Confucius 
himfelf undertook to introduce Precepts concerning 
it in every Province, whofe Government he was en- 
trufted with: The Chine/e themfelves at this Day 
greatly bewail the Lofs of the ancient Books which 
treated of Harmony. 

They like the European Mufick well enough, prb- 
vided that there is but one Voice to accompany the 
Sounds of feveral Inftruments: but as for the mott 
curious Part of Mufick, viz. the Contratt of diffe. 
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rent Voices, of grave and acute Sounds, they are not 
at all agreeable to their Tafte, for they look upon 
them as no better than difagreeable Contufion. The 
have no mufical Notes, nor any Sign to denote the 
Diverfity of Tones, the raifing or falling of the Voice 
and the reft of the Variations that conftitute Harmo- 
ny: The Airs which they fing or play upon their In. 
{truments are got only by rote, and are learnt by the 
Ear; neverthelefs they make new ones from time to 
time. 

They have invented eight Sorts of mufical Inftru- 
ments, which they think have the neareft Relation to 
a human Voice; fome are of Metal like our Bells, 
others are of Stone, and one among the reft has fome 
refemblance to our Trumpet. There are alfo others 
compofed of Skins like our Drums, of which there 
are feveral Kinds, and fome are fo heavy that it is ne- 
ceffary to fupport them with a Piece of Wood before 
they can be ufed. They have alfo Inftruments with 
Strings; but the Strings are generally of Silk, feldom 
of Gut: Such are the Cymbals that are play’d upon 
by the blind People, as alfo their Violins, each of 
which have but three Strings. There is another In- 
itrument of feven Strings very much efteem’d, and 
not difagreeable when play’d upon by a skilful Hand. 
‘They have others that are made of nothing but 
Wood, and confift of pretty large Boards, which 
they clap againft each other. In fhort, they have 
Wind-Inftruments of two or three Sorts, fuch as 
Flutes, and a Kind of fmall Organ, which yields an 
agreeable Sound, 

They are pretty well verfed in 4rithmetick, and we 
find in their Books the four principal Rules teaching 
how to add, fubtract, multiply, and divide; but it 
is not by Calculation that they put thefe Rules in 
Praftice, for they have nothing like our Figures 
whereby they may perform the Operations. In caft- 
ing up Accounts they make ufe of an Inftrument cal- 
led Souan pan, which confifts of a fmall Board crofs’d 
from the bottom to the top, having ten or twelve 
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arallel Rods with a Separation in the middle; upon 
thefe Rods are put {mall Ivory Balls that flip up and 
down; the two which are in the upper one ftand 
each for five Units, and the five below for Units. In 
joining and feparating the Balls, they reckon much 
in the fame manner as we do with Counters; but 
with fo much Eafe and Readinefs, that they will keep 
ace with a Man, without Difficulty, who is readin 
a Book of Accompts. Our Europeans, with the Af- 
fiftance of Figures, are nothing nigh fo quick as the 
Chinefe in cafling up the moft confiderable Souan. 

As for their Geometry it is fuperficial enough, for 
they have but little Knowledge either in the Theory 
or Practice: if they undertake to folve any Problem, 
it is rather by Indution than by any ftated Rules: 
However, they neither want Skill nor Exaétnefs in 
meafuring their Land, nor in fettling the Extent and 
Bounds; and their Method of furveying it, is eafy and 
very certain. 

The other Parts of the Mathematicks were entire- 
ly unknown to them, and it is not above an Age ago 
fince they began to perceive their Ignorance. This 
Nation, naturally proud, look’d upon themfelves as 
the moft learned in the World, and they enjoy’d this 
Reputation without Difturbance, becaufe they were 
acquainted with no People more knowing than them- 
felves, till they were undeceiv’d by the Ingenuity of 
the Miffionaries who appear’d at Court. Here our 
Author naturally brings in the Hiftory of the Me- 
thods thefe Reverend Adventurers made ufe of to re- 
commend themfelves to a People, who above all 
others contemn and even hate Foreigners, and to in- 
pratiate themfelves with the greateft of the Eaftern 
Monarchs, and the Grandees of the Empire: They 
carried with them an exquifite Skill in the manual 
Arts as well as the Sciences, and perform’d fuch Feats 
in Optics, Perfpective, Horologicks, Hydroftaticks, 
Pneumaticks, €7c. as, tho’ for a long time they have 
been familiar to us in Europe, were accounted by the 
Chinefey Inftances of a ftupendous Ability. Thefe 
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Things, together with the fatisfactory Solution they 
gave of the moft furprizing Phanomena of Nature 
gained them a welcome Admiffion to Court, to the 
Converfe of the Mandarins, and made the Vulgar re. 
gard them with a Veneration that rendered them, a- 
bove all things, fufceptive of their Inftruétions, when 
they attempted to infinuate to them the Chriftian In- 
{titutes. 

As for Affronomy, our Author fays, there is no Na- 
tion whatever that has applied more conftantly to it 
than the Chinefe; they have always appointed Perfons 
to watch the Heavens Night and Day, infomuch 
that it has been at all times one of the principal Em- 
ployments of the Learned. Their Attention in ex- 
amining the Courfe of the Stars is a Proof that they 
have retained a great deal of the Manners of the pri- 
mitive Hebrews, whofe immediate Defcendants they 
are fuppofed to be, they having peopled China a thort 
time after the Deluge. Their Attention to Obferva- 
tions was looked upon asa thing fo important, that 
the Laws even punifhed with Death the Negligence 
of thofe to whom the Strate had entrufted this Em- 
ployment. 

Confucius, as we are here told, has recorded thirty- 
fix Eclipfes of the Sun, of which he has, unqueftion- 
ably, erred but in two, and two more only are dubi- 
ous: his Exactnels in thefe is f{ufficient to make us re- 
gret the Lofs of feveral things of this Kind in the firft 
Records of the Empire. Long before our ra, we 
are fure, by their Obfervations which are yet extant, 
that they were acquainted with the Motion of the 
Sun and Moon from Welt to Eaft, and likewife ot 
the Planets and fixed Stars, tho’ they did not deter- 
mine the Motion of the latter till 400 Years after 
Chrift: they alfo had a Knowledge of the Solar and 
Lunar Months, and have given Saturn, Fupiter, Mars, 
Venus and Mercury's Revolutions very near ours; but 
they have not a thorough Knowledge of the Rules 
of Retrogradation, and the Stations; yet as well i 
China as Eurose, fome have made the Heaven a the 
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Planets revolve abcut the Earth, and others have {up- 
pofed that they move about the Sun ; but the Num- 
ber of the latter is {mall, and this Opinion is not 
found unlefs in the Writings of fome particular Per- 
fons. 

P. Nicholas Trigault, who enter’d China in the 
Year 1619, and who read more than a hundred Vo- 
lumes of their Annals, affures us, that the celeftial 
Obfervations of the Chine/e began toon after the De- 
luge, and that they made thefe Obfervations not like 
us, by Hours and Minutes, but by whole Degrees ; 
that they have obferved a great Number of Ecliptes, 
with the Hour, Dav, Month, and Year on which 
they happen’d, but neither the Daration or the Quan- 
tity of Obfcuration; thar, in fhort, they have much 
better obferved Comets and new Srars than the Euro- 
peans themfelves: all thefe Obtervations, as well of 
Eclipfes as Comets and Conjunctions, are not a little 
ferviceable in afcertaining their Chronology. 

Their Year is compofed of three hundred and fixty- 
five Days, and fomewhat lefs than fix Hours; and 
from an Lpocha regulated by the Winter Solftice, 
which was the fixed Point of their Obfervation, as 
the firft Degree of rics is of ours, reckoning from 
a hundred to a hundred Degrees, they calculated the 
Motions of the Planets, and adjutted all things by 
Equation Tables; fome fuppofe that they receiv’d 
thele from the Arabians, who enter’d with the Tar- 
tars into China. They had a long time before the 
Science of Numbers, under which they veil’d thofe 
political Secrets which they taught their Princes. 
They had long fince an Obfervatory on the Top of a 
high Mountain at Nan king, with Edifices and In- 
ftruments proper for Obfervations: all thefe Inftru- 
ments were of caft Brafs, and fo well made, with re- 
gard to the Variety of their Ornaments, that ?. AZat- 
thew Ricci, who faw them in 1499, acknowledged 
he had feen nothing like them in any Part of Europe; 
they had been expofed for two hundred Years to all 
the Injurics of the Weather, without receiving the 
leat 
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leaft Damage. Thefe Inftruments were, 1. A great 
Globe, with all the Circles and Meridians engraved 
and divided into Degrees; three Men could not en. 
compafs it with their Arms; it ftood ona large bra- 
zen Cube, which opened on one Side, to give En- 
trance to a Man, that he might turn the Globe a- 
bout when the Obfervators requir’d it; there were 
neither Stars nor Countries defign’d on it, fo that it 
ferved equally for celeftial or terreftrial Problems, 
2. A Sphere four Yards in Diameter with its Hori- 
zon; inftead of the ufual Circles were double Rings 
divided each into 365 Degrees, which were fubdivi- 
ded into fo many Minutes: in the Middle of the Z- 
rella was a Kind of Tube, which turned every way, 
to view the Stars, and to mark the Place on the De- 
grees by its Situation. 3. A Quadrant, rais’d eight 
or ten Yards upon a Stone-Table, pointing to the 
North, with a little Stone-Trough, to difcover, by 
the Help of Water, when the Stone was level with 
the Horizon, and the Style at right Angles; they 
were both divided into Degrees, to difcover, by the 
means of a Shadow, the true Points of the Solftices 
and Equinoxes. 4. A Machine, greater than any of 
the forementioned, confifting of three or four Aftro- 
labes joined together, with moveable Rulers and 
Sights to obferve with; the Degrees were diftinguifh- 
ed by little Knobs, that the Obfervation might not 
be hindered by Darknefs. —— The Ufes of all thefe 
were written in Chine/e Charaéters; they feemed to 
be made for the Latitude of 36 Degrees. 

There were at Peking Inttruments of the fame 
Kind, and probably, as our Author fays, formed by 
the fame Hand; they were placed in an Obfervatory 
of no great Confideration on any account. P. Vere 
beifi having judged them of very little Worth, per- 
fuaded the Emperor then reigning to remove them, 
and place others in their ftead of his own Conttl- 
vance; they are itil] prefery’d in an adjoining Room, 
but buried in Duft and Oblivion. 
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The great Inclination of the Chine/e to Aftronomy 
has caufed them to erect a Tribunal of it, which is 
one of the moft confiderable of the Empire. At the 
End of every 4s Days, this Court is obliged to pre- 
fent the Emperor with a celeftial Figure, wherein is 
fet down the Difpofition of the Heavens, the Altera= 
tions of the Air according to the Variations of the 
Seafons, with Predictions of Difeafes, €fc. not unlike 
our Almanacks. Befides thefe Obfervations, the 
principal Care of this Tribunal is to calculate Eclip- 
fes, and to notify to his Majefty the Day, Hour, and 
Part of Heaven in which the Eclipfe fhall happen, 
its Duration, and how many Digits will be ob{fcured. 
This Account mutt be delivered to the Emperor fome 
Months before the Eclipfe happens; and it muft be 
calculated for the Longitude and Latitude of the Me- 
tropolis of each of the fifteen Provinces into which 
the Empire is divided, and Prints thereof mutt be dil- 
pers’d over the whole Country, that in every City 
the Ceremonies obferved on fuch Occafions may be 
punctually performed, which are as follow. | 

Some time before the Eclipfe is expected to begin, 
the Mandarins of all the Orders appear in their pro- 
per Habits, with the Enfigns of their Dignity, in 
the Court of the Tribunal of Aftronomy: they have 
great Tables before them whereon the Eclipfe is de- 
igned, and they employ themfelves in confidering 
the Figures exhibited on them, and in reafoning to- 
gether on the approaching Phenomenon. The very 
Moment they perceive the Sun or Moon begin to be 
darkned, they fall on their Knees, and beat the 
Ground with their Forehead; at the fame time is 
heard a dreadful rattling of Drums and Kettle-Drums 
throughout the City, agreeable to the ridiculous Per- 
fuafion the People formerly gave into of aflifting the 
Luminaries by that Noife, and preventing the celefti- 
al Dragon from devouring fuch ufeful Planets. In 
the mean while others at the Obfervatory are careful- 
ly examining all the Circumftances of the Eclipfe, 
Which, after comparing them with the Schemes on 
the 









222 The Works of the Learned Art. 17, 


the Tables, they carry, figned and fealed up, to the 
Emperor, who alfo obferves it himfelf in the Palace 
with no lefs Attention. 

A principal Work of the Aftronomical Tribunal jg 
the Calendar, which is diftributed annually through. 
out the whole Country. There is no Book in the 
World, Da Halde fays, that paffes through fo many 
Impreflions, feveral Millions ot Copies being neceffa- 
ry, or is publifhed with fo great Solemnity; there is 
always at the Head of it the Imperial Edi@, forbid- 
ding, on Pain of Death, to ufe any other Ephemeris, 
or to alter any thing therein upon any Pretence what- 
foever.———It 1s to be noted that they have three Ca- 
lendars; the moft common is that which diftinguithes 
the Year by Lunar Months, marking the Order of 
the Days, the Rifing and Setting of the Sun, the 
Length of the Days according to the Elevation of 
the Pole in every Province, the Conjunétions and 
Oppofitions of the Sun and Moon, with the Time 
of the Sun’s Entrance into every Sign and half Sign 
of the Zodiack; for this is divided by the Chine/e in- 
to twenty-eight Places. A fecond Calendar contains 
the Motions of the Planets for every Day in the Year, 
as they are to appear in the Heavens; with their Di- 
{tance from the firft Star of the neareft Conftellation, 
fet down in Degrees and Minutes; they mention like- 
wife the Day, Hour, and Minute of each Planet’s 
Entrance into every Sign, but they regard no other 
Afpeéts but the Conjunétions. The third Calendar 
is prefented to the Emperor only, in Manufcript, and 
indicates all the Conjunctions of the Moon with the 
feveral Planets, and her Appulfes to the fixed Stars; 
which, as it requires great Exaétnefs of Calculation, 
fo, every Day and Night throughout the Year, there 
are five Mathematicians upon the Tower at Peking, 
who perpetually obferve the Heavens; one has his 
Eye continually upon the Zenith, the others have each 
one of the four Cardinal Quarters to look to as his 
Province; they are obliged to keep a precife Account 
of every thing they perceive that is remarkable, which 
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s delivered every Day to the Prefidents of the Tribu- 
nal, and by them to the Empcror. 

The Chinefe Year, which confifts of twelve Lunar 
Months, begins, our Author fays, from the Con- 
junction of the Sun and Moon, or from the neareft 
New Moon to the fifteenth Degree of Aquarius ; 
from this Point their Spring takes its Beginning; the 
fifteenth Degree of Taurus is the Point which deter- 
mines the Commencement of their Summer, the fif- 
teenth of Leo their Autumn, and the fifteenth of Scor- 


pio their Winter. Their Months are, fome of 29 


Days, and fome of 303 every five Years they have 
Intercalary Months to adjuft the Lunations with the 
Courfe of the Sun: they divide the Weeks as we do, 
according to the Order of the Planets, to every one 
of which they affign four Conftellations. Their Day 
begins, like ours, at Midnight; but it is of but 12 
Hours, one of theirs being equal to two with us: 
they do not denote them by Numbers, but by Names 
and Figures. They alfo divide the natural Day into 
ten thoufand Parts: they are mightily addicted to the 
Notion of fortunate and unfortunate Minutes, ac- 
cording to the Pofition of the Heavens; they fancy 
the Hour of Midnight to be the moft propitious, as 
that wherein the Univerfe was created; in the fecond 
they believe the Earch was produced, and that Man 
was formed in the third. 

The Dittribution of the Calendar 7 1s made every 
Year, our Author fays, with a great deal of Ceremo- 
ny. On the Day, all the Mandarins of Peking ap- 
pear early in the Morning at the Palace; on the other 
hand, thofe of the Tribunal of Aftronomy, in theit 
proper Habits, and with the Enfigns of their Offi- 
ces, refort to their ufual Places of Affembly, from 
thence to accompany the Calendars. Such of thefe 

as 


_t There have been three Calendars mentioned, which of them 
is here intended our Editor leaves us to guefs; probably it is the 
lat, which is firft prefented to the Emperor in Manufcript for his 
Approbation, and afterwards printed, and difperfed in the manner 
lereafter recited : the other two, perhaps, do not come immedi- 
ately under the Imperial Cognizance. 
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as are for the Emperor, Emprefs, and the Queens 
are depofited on a great gilded Vehicle, of a pyrami- 
dal Form, divided into four Apartments ; they are of 
large Paper, covered with yellow Sattin, and inclo. 
fed in Bags of Cloth of Gold; the whole is carried 
by forty Footmen in yellow Liveries. Befides this, 
there are carried ten cr twelve other {maller Stands, 
furrounded with red Curtains, on which are placed 
the Calendars defigned for the Princes of the Blood; 
they are done up in red Sattin, and are inclofed in 
Cloth of Silver. Immediately after thefe follow f- 
veral Tables covered with red Carpets, on which are 
placed the Calendars of the Grandees, the Generals 
of the Army, and the other Officers of the Crown, 
all fealed with the Signet of the Aftronomical Tri- 
buna], and covered with a yellow Cloth, every Table 
having the Name of the Mandarin or Tribunal to 
which the Calendars belong. The Bearers of all 
thefe quit their Loads at the laft Gate of the great 
Hall, (I fuppofe of the Palace) and place the Tables 
on each Side the Paflage, leaving nothing in the mid- 
dle but the great Stand that carries the Imperial Ca- 
lendar. After this the Mandarins of the Aftronom- 
cal Academy take the Calendars of the Emperor and 
the Queens, and lay them upon two Tables covered 
with yellow Brocade, which ftand at the Entrance of 
the Royal Hall; there they fall upon their Knees, 
and proftrate themfelves thrice upon the Ground, and 
then deliver them to the Intendants of the Palace, 
who walk in order, after their Degrecs, and prefent 
them to the Emperor; afterwards the Eunuchs carry 
others to the Emprefs and Queens. When this 1s 
done, the Aftronomical Mandarins return to the 
great Hall, where the Mandarins of all Degrees at- 
tend, to whom they diftribute the reft of the Calen 
dars in this manner: Firft, all the Princes fend theit 
chief Officer to the Imperial Paffage, where they re- 
ceive on their Knecs their Mafters Calendars, an 

thofe of the Mandarins of their Houfhold, which * 
mount at leaft, our Author fays, to 1290 re 
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Court of every Prince. Afterwards the other Lords, 
the Generals of the Army, the Mandarins of all the 
Tribunals appear, and receive, kneeling, a Calendar 
from the Aftronomical Mandarins. When the Di- 
ftribution is over, every one returns to his Rank in 
the Hall, and turning himfelf towards the moft in- 
ward Part of the Palace, at a Signal given falls upon 
his Knees, and bows three times to the Ground; af- 
ter three Genuflexions, and nine profound Reveren- 
ces with the Head in Acknowledgment of the Favour 
done him by the Emperor, he returns to his own 
Houfe. This is the Ceremoniale obferved upon this 
Occafion at Peking; in much the fame Way is the 
Calendar received by the Governors and Mandarins 
of the Provinces in their refpeétive Capitals. As for 
the People they all buy it. In fhort, as Du Halde 
fays, it is a Thing reverenc’d by the Chine/fe and their 
Neighbours, and of fuch reputed Importance to the 
Realm, that the Reception of it isa Declaration of 
being a Subjeét and Tributarry of the Prince, and 
thofe who refufe it are looked upon as ferting up a 
Standard of Rebellion. 

Notwithftanding this exceffive Efteem of, and Ap- 
plication to Aftronomy, the Chinefe could not pre- 
ferve their Calendar from running into Confufion, 
nor were they able to rectify the Errors their Methods 
of Computation neceffarily introduc’d. This obliged 
them, about the Beginning of the late Emperor Cang 
h’s Reign, to apply themfelves to the Miffionaries, 
who had then for fome time been under a cruel Per- 
fecution, thro’? the Malice and bafe Arts of an Ara- 
bian Aftronomer and a Chinefe Mandarin, Enemies to 
the Chriftian Religion. The extraordinary Service 
they render’d the State in this Particular reftored 
them to Tranquillity and Favour; and at the fame 
lime the Injury that was done them recoiled on the 
Head of their Mahometan Adverfary. Our Author 
has given us a Detail of this Affair that is agreeable 
enough; but as it is the Hiftory of China, and not 
of the Miffionaries, whereof I am here giving an 


Abftraét, 
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Abftract, and I have already extended this Article as 
far as thefe Papers can allow of, I mutt omit any fur. 
ther Account of it. I fhall likewife obferve only in 
gencral, that Father Verbieff, who was the chief 
Actor in that important Tranfaction, contributed 
greatly in another [nftance to the Service and Glor 
of Attronomy in China, by furnifhing a new Aftro- 
nomical Apparatus for the Obfervatory of Peking, 
vaftly more commodious and magnificent than thoie 
Inftruments, of which we have a little afore given a 
Deicription. Here is a Plate reprefenting it, the fame 
as we have in Le Comte’s Letters, with an Explica- 
tion of the feveral Machines. 

[ fhall now fay a few Words of the Tafte of the 
Chinefe tor Poetry, Hiltory and Plays. Their Poems, 
our Author fays, are fomewhat like our Songs or Ly- 
ric Performances; their Verfes are meafured by the 
Number of Charaéters, which are fo many Words of 
one Syllable; fome of their Verfes are long, fome 
hort, and are agreeable by the Variety of their Ca 
dence. ‘They have a Species of Poetry alfo without 
Rhyme, which confifts in the Antithefis of the Sub- 
jects; fo that if the firft Thought be concerning the 


Spring, the fecond fhall be upon the Autumn ; or if 


the firtt relates to the Fire, the other fhall be con 
cerning the Water. Their Poets have a deal of En- 
thufiafm, their Expreffions are often allegorical, and 
they ufe, with great Propriety, the Figures that ren- 
der the Style moit lively and pathetick. 

As for Hiftory, no People, as Du Haide fays, have 
been more careful to write and preferve their Annals: 
Thefe contain every thing confiderable that has paffed 
from the Reign of the firft Emperors that have go 
verned Chiza down to this Time. Therein we {ee 
the Laws and the whole Hiftory of the Emperor Yay, 
with all the Care that he took to eftablifh a good 
Form of Government in his Dominions; as likewile 
the Regulations made by Chan and Yu his Succeffors 
to eftablifh the publick Tranquillity; the Utes and 
Cuftoms of the petty Kings who govern’d the os 

I yinces; 
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yinces; their Virtues, Vices, Maxims of Adminiftra- 
tion and mutual Wars; the great Men that have flou- 
rithed in their Time, and all other Events which de- 
ferve to be tranfmitted to future Ages. What is pe- 
culiar to this People ts, that they ule the greatett Pre- 
cautions in the Relation of thefe Things, to prevent 
Infincerity or Mifreprefentation. For this End a 
certain Number of difinterefted Doétors are chofen, 
whofe Bufinsfs it is to obferve all the Words and A@i- 
ons of the Emperor; this each is to do for himfelf 
without any Communication with the reft; the Par- 
ticulars he remarks he fets down on a loofe Sheet of 
Paper as foon as they come to his Knowledge : this 
Sheet he muft immediately put into a Box which is 
clofed, having only a Slit on one Side to admit it. 
This Box, which is common to all the Overfeers, is 
never opened while the Prince it concerns is alive, or 
any of the Family on the Throne: when the Crown 
pales to another Houfe they collate thefe Memoirs, 
and, comparing them together to make the beft Dif- 
covery of the Truth, they compofe from them the 
Prince’s Hiftory to whom they refer. 

Another Cuftom of the Chine/e, which does not a 
little contribute to enrich and diverfify their Hiftory, 
isthis: Every City puts to the Prefs whatever hap- 
pens uncommon in its Diftrict; there is always pre- 
mifed to thefe Accounts that of the Situation, Ex- 
tent, Limits, and Nature of the Country, with the 
moft remarkable Places, the Manners of the Inhabi- 
tants, the Perfons moft diftinguifhed for Arms or 
Learning, or uncommon Probity: Herein are record- 
ed all extraordinary Events and Prodigies, and more- 
over fome things of a more ufual Nature and com- 
mon Occurrence, as the Women, for Initance, who 
thro” Attachment for their deceafed Husbands have 
continued in a State of Widowhood. Once in forty 
Years the Mandarins of each City affemble to infpeét 
and examine thefe Memorials, from which they res 
trench what they do not approve of, before they en- 
et into the general Hiftory of the Empire, 
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The Chinefe have alfo an excellent Talent for wha 
we call Novels or Romances, but with this Diff. 
rence from us, that whereas thofe written and 
much admired among us are for the moft part nothin 
but Love-Adventures, or Fictions calculated only to 
divert the Reader, frequently to the great Detrimen, 
of his Morals; theirs, on the other hand, are gene- 
rally full of Inttruétion, recommending Virtue, and 
abounding with Excitements to wife and prudentBe. 
haviour. 

Great Part of the Sequel of this Volume is taken 
up by Exemplifications of the Cine/e Genius for the 
Exercifes that have been mentioned under this laf | 
Head, viz. Poetry, Hiftory and Fable. Such of the 
Novels as we have here tranflated are mighty entet- 
taining, and perfectly correfpond with the Chara¢ter 
of them above given. They are followed by anen- 
tire Chinefe Tragedy, which will hardly afford an Ey. 
ifo ‘Tafte a great deal of Entertainment. We have 
after this a Collection of fhort Stories, containing 
Examples of moral Virtue, which I think merit no 
great Attention; but a Dialogue that enfues may be 
read with Pleafure, as it informs us of the Notions of 
fome of the modern Chine/e Philofophers, concerning 
the Origin of the World, and other Points of phyt- 
cal Speculation. The Life of Confucius, with the 
Summary of his Writings that fucceeds, will here: 
after make a diftin&t Article, ( which I thall chuf, if 
I can procure it, to copy from the original Fremsh) 
and fo fhall make no Extract of it in this, which | 
will conclude with a word or two of the Skill of tht 
wonderful People in the Art of Medicine. 

This, our Author fays, has not been neglected by 
them; but for want of Skill in natural Philofophy 
and Anatomy, they have not made the fame Progres 
in it as the Phyficians of Europe. The Chine/e align 
two natural Principles of Life, Vital Heat and Ras 
cal Moiffure, of which the Spirits and the Blood 
the Vehicles. Thefe Principles they fuppole art 
Jodged in all the Members and Inteftines of the Bots 
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As for their Divifion of the Body, and all their Sy- 
ftem relating to it, it,is not worthy of a Recital; 
bur notwithitanding the Meannefs and Imperfeétion 
thereof, they are perhaps no way inferior to us, who 
excel them fo vaftly with refpeé to the Rationale, in 
the Art of Healing. Every one knows how highly 
their Judgment of Difeafes by the Pulfe has been ce- 
lebrated: if all we are told of it here be true, it is 
really furprizing. ‘They pretend to know thereby 
the Caufe of Diforders, and in what Part of the Bo- 
dy they refide. When they are called to a fick Per- 
fon, they lay his Arm upon a Pillow, then place 
their four Fingers along the Artery, prefling more or 
lefs upon it as they fee Reafon; when they have done 
this for fome time, without any further Enquiries they 
tell the Patient in what Part he is affected, and prog- 
nofticate the future Symptoms and Events of the Di- 
ftemper: in this Accuracy of Difcernment, and a 
compleat Acquaintance with the fpecifick Properties 
of Simples, all their Science confilts: and thefe va- 
luable Faculties are not to be afcribed promifcuoufly 
toall, but only to the more eminent of the Func¢tion. 
Phlebotomy is in little Vogue, but the Practice of 
Glifters is not difliked. 

In order to apprife us wherein their Secret lies of 
fo nicely judging of Maladies by the Pulfe, and of 
their Intentions in the Ufe of Simples, we have here 
a Treatife written feveral hundred Years before the 
Chriftian AZra; all I fhall fay of which is, that it is 
compiled in a fort of aphoriftical Method, certain 
Portions of it, called the Text, being illuftrated and 
explained by others termed Commentaries and Re- 
marks; it may perhaps well deferve the attentive Pe- 
rufal of our Phyficians: and finally, an Extract from 
the Chinefe Herbal, compofed in the fame Form, 
which finifhes this Volume. 
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The Chinefe have alfo an excellent Talent for what 
we call Novels or Romances, but with this Diffe. 
rence from us, that whereas thofe written and {o 
much admired among us are for the moft part nothing 
but Love-Adventures, or Fictions calculated only to 
divert the Reader, frequently to the great Detriment 
of his Morals; theirs, on the other hand, are gene- 
rally full of Inftruétion, recommending Virtue, and 
abounding with Excitements to wife and prudent Be- 
haviour. 

Great Part of the Sequel of this Volume is taken 
up by Exemplifications of the Chine/e Genius for the 
Exercifes that have been mentioned under this latt 
Head, viz. Poetry, Hiftory and Fable. Such of the 
Novels as we have here tranflated are mighty enter- 
taining, and perfectly correfpond with the Character 
of them above given. They are followed by an en- 
tire Chinefe Tragedy, which will hardly afford an Eng- 
lifo Tafte a great deal of Entertainment. We have 
after this a Collection of fhort Stories, containing 
Examples of moral Virtue, which I think merit no 
great Attention; but a Dialogue that enfues may be 
read with Pleafure, as it informs us of the Notions of 
fome of the modern Chinefe Philofophers, concerning 
the Origin of the World, and other Points of phyf- 
cal Speculation. The Life of Confucius, with the 
Summary of his Writings that fucceeds, will here- 
after make a diftin& Article, (which I fhall chufe, if | 
I can procure it, to copy from the original French) 
and fo fhall make no Extraé of it in this, which I 
will conclude with a word or two of the Skill of this 
wonderful People in the Art of Medicine. 

This, our Author fays, has not been neglected by 
them; but for want of Skill in natural Philofophy 
and Anatomy, they have not made the fame Progrels 
in it as the Phyficians of Europe. The Chinefe align 
two natural Principles of Life, Vital Heat and Radt- 
cal Moifture, of which the Spirits and the Blood are 
the Vehicles. TThefe Principles they fuppofe are 
lodged in all the Members and Inteftines of the Bor 
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As for their Divifion of the Body, and all their Sy- 


ftem relating to it, it.is not worthy of a Recital; 
but notwithitanding the Meannefs and Imperfeétion 
thereof, they are perhaps no way inferior to us, who 
excel them fo vaftly with refpect to the Rationale, in 
the Art of Healing. Every one knows how highly 
their Judgment of Difeafes by the Pulfe has been ce- 
lebrated: if all we are told of it here be true, it is 
really furprizing. ‘They pretend to know thereby 
the Caufe of Diforders, and in what Part of the Bo- 
dy they refide. When they are called to a fick Per- 
fon, they lay his Arm upon a Pillow, then place 
their four Fingers along the Artery, preffing more or 
lefs upon it as they fee Reafon; when they have done 
this for fome time, without any further Enquiries they 
tell the Patient in what Part he 1s affected, and prog- 
nofticate the future Symptoms and Events of the Di- 
ftemper: in this Accuracy of Difcernment, and a 
compleat Acquaintance with the fpecifick Properties 
of Simples, all their Science confilts: and thefe va- 
luable Faculties are not to be afcribed promifcuoufly 
to all, but only to the more eminent of the Funétion. 
Phlebotomy is in little Vogue, but the Praétice of 
Glifters is not difliked. 

In order to apprife us wherein their Secret lies of 
fo nicely judging of Maladies by the Pulfe, and of 
their Intentions in the Ufe of Simples, we have here 
a Treatife written feveral hundred Years before the 
Chriftian AZra; all I fhall fay of which is, that it is 
compiled in a fort of aphoriftical Method, certain 
Portions of it, called the Text, being illuftrated and 
explained by others termed Commentaries and Re- 
marks; it may perhaps well deferve the attentive Pe- 
rufal of our Phyficians: and finally, an Extract from 
the Chinefe Herbal, compofed in the fame Form, 
which finifhes this Volume. 
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ee TTC. &: AVL 


The Contents of Dr. Pemberton’s Obfervations 
publifhed the lajt Month. 


Paragraph I. Mott unreafonable requeft of Pjil- 

alethes, which has been repeated 
* with great importunity for a year together. Dr, 
Pemberton’s Prudence and Caution in not complyin 
with it, notwithftanding that the > re/peét due from 
him to Sir faac Newton’s memory makes him defirous 
that his doétrine may be clearly underftood, and freed from 
objettions as f{peedily as poffible. 


[Tic vir, hic eft, tibi quem promittere faepius audis: 
Sed non &f meminiffe volet. Bella, horvrida bella, 
Et foricam immiffo [pumantem Lemmate cerno. 


A * prediction of Philalethes punQtually accomplithed. 


Tum vero mibi vila omnis confidere in ignes 
| Seéta, atq; ex imo verti Schola Pembriadat. 


The Doétor’s great modefty and lowlinefs of mind. 
Oyes! Oyes! Oyes! The declaration of Dr. Pem- 
berton to the Learned World. 


Aonas 72 montes ut duxerit uia fororum, 
Utq; vireo Phoebi chorus adfurrexerit omnis. 
Ex illo Corydon, Corydon. Sententia prima 
Hujus 


2 See Appendix to the Republick of Letters for December, 1736. 
p. 5, 18, 19, 20, 27. Appendix to the Republick of Letters 
for November, 1730. p. 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 22, 26, 
27, 31, 38. 39. 75, 76. Republick of ice for Fuly, 1736. 
p- 46, 65, 66, 67, 71. Republick of Letters for Zanuary, 1739. 
p- 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 84. 

b See Appendix to the Republick of Letters for September, 1739. 


mm 37: 
See Appendix to the Republick of Letters for December, 1736 
Pp. 27. 
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Hujus evit: fama, poft hunc, atq; arte minores, 


Cenfebunt. 


The Dr. declares bis approbation. Of what? Not 
of any one of Mr. Kobins’s four interpretations. ‘Thofe 
have all of them been long fince overthrown by the 
‘ objeCtions of Philalethes, to which objections no 
anfwer has been given by Mr. Rodins, or by any of 
his friends. 


Quatuor huic nafcenti animas Robinia mater, 
Horrendum dittu, dederat. Quater arma movenda, 
Morte quater flernendus erat; cut tunc tamen omnes 
Abftulit haec animas dextra, (P totidemexuit armis: 
Arma quaterna Almae /ufpendit capta Parenti. 


But, inftead thereof, the Dr. declares bis approba- 
tion of Mr. Robins’s reprefentation of Sir Waac New- 
ton’s mind. An hiatus in the Copy, much to be la- 
mented, which hinders us from knowing where this 
* reprefentation is to be met with, and whether it be 
a veprefentation of Sir aac Newton’s mind in the 
firlt Lemma alone, which is the thing Philalethes 
wants to fee, or of his mind in fomething elfe. 

The Publick greatly © difappointed, but through 
their own fault. Becaufe the Dr. was fo happy as to 
have the very beft opportunity of knowing Sir Maac 
Newton’s true mind in every part of the Principia, they 
unreafonably expeéted to be told the meaning of the 
firtt Lemma for nothing. 


Cur eget indignus qui/quam te divite? Carae 
Noune aliquid patriae tanto emetiris acervo? 
Uni nimirum tibi vette femper erunt res ? 


P 4 — Bat 
* See Republick of Letters for Fu/y, 1736. p. 59--66. * See 
Appendix to the Republick of Letters for December, 1736. p. 17. 
* See Appendix to the Republick of Letters for September, 173° 
P- 37. Republick of Letters for December, 1736. p. 492. A; 
pendix to the Republick of Letters for December, 1736. p. 17, 
13, 19; 20, 27. ¥ 
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But the Dr. is pleafed to fhew more regard to Phil. 
alethes.. The fborteft way for a bewilder’d traveller 
receive information, is to be told he is out of the road. 
‘The way for Philalethes to be made fenfible of his errors, 
is not to tell him what his errors are. 


Aut infanit bomo, aut verfus facit 


Paragr. U1. Dr. Pemberton has no opinion of the 
common proverb, that*fecond thoughts are beft. He 
prefers tbe original, to the amendment of that origi- 
nal in a fecond edition. 


Hla feges demum votis re{pondet avari 
Agricolae, bis quae jolem, bis frigora fenfit. 


The Doétor’s skill in feletting thofe expreffions, which 
be thinks contribute moft to his advantage. His pru- 
dence in attacking that part of his opponent’s wri- 
tings, where a dubious expreffion {tands » naked and 
alone, rather than where the meaning of it is fully 
© explained and illuftrated by examples. 


Dolus, an vivtus, quis in hofte requirat ? 


Paragr. lil. A new fenfe of the word confi/ts. The 
explanation of Philalethes’s meaning ° con/ifis in telling 
what he does not mean. The Doétor is of opinion, 
that, by the words, They come nearer to equality than 
to have any affignable difference between them, it 1s ut- 
ierly impoffible for the Reader to underftand, that, 
although the quantities have any affignable difference, 
yet, they may come nearer than to have that diffe- 
_ rence. | , 
| Ter conatus ibi collo dare brachia circum: 

Ter frufira comprenfa manus effugit imago. ‘ 
our 


2 See Append. to Rep. of Letters for Dec. 1736. p. 20—026. 
* Minute Mathematician, p. 88, 89. , 
« Rep. of Lett. for Nov: 1735. p. 370---377. 
« See Append. to Rep. of Lett. for Dec. 1736. p. 24, 255 26 
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Four Errata to be corrected. For contrary, read, 
goreeable. For contraditting bimfelf, read, being con 
ffent with himfelf. For prefent, read, former. Fort 
really import, vead,. can hardly be firained to import. A 
defideratum already ° fupplicd. , | 


Cur mea ditta negat duras demittere in aures ?: 
O fortunatos nimium, bona fi [ua norint, 
Pembricolas ! 


Pavagr.1V. How can a man take that for granted, 
which 1s fo plain, that no body has ever dared to ‘ de- 
ny it? A clear and fatisfactory account of the firft 
Lemma, as ex preffed in the firft edition of the Principia. 


Num furis? An prudens ludis me obfcura canendo ? 


Paragr. V. Two Errata. For cannot, read, ® can. 
For by firaining one or two of the words to fit bis fenje, 
read, by /bewing that the words fit bis fenfe without any 
raining. 

A clear and indubitable confequence, according. to 
the ftrict Rules of Logick taught in Grefham College. 


There is no * necefity that the inhabitants of Great Bri- : 


tain fhould drink Thea, or Geneva, take Snuff, or 
{moke Tobacco. Jt is therefore certain, that none of 
thofe things are ufed in the [land. | 

Three queftions founded upon that confequence: 
the fecond of which is a moft excellent pattern for 
thofe who have a mind to gravel an adverfary. 


Hovvendas canit ambages, antroq; remugit, 
Obfcuris ® vera involvens: ea frena furenti — 
Concutit, &P flimulos fub pestore vertit Alethes. 


Paragr. 

* See Ditto, p. 29,, 30. 

f See tamiaih to Rep. of Lett. for Nov. 1736. p. 22. and Ap- 
pend. to Rep. of Lett. for Dec. 1736. p. 9, 10, 26. : 

® See Append. to Rep. of Lett. for Dec. 1736. p. 31, 32. and 
R. ’ L. for Fuly 1.736. p. 54--56. and R. of L. for Aug. 1736. 
Pp. 101, ‘ 
* Rep. of Lett. for Fu/y 1736. p. 55, 56. 
* See Appendix to Rep. of Lett. for Dec. 1736. p. 9. 
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Paragr. VI. An inftance of the Doctor’s grea 
© moderation. 


Dii bene fecerunt, inopis te quodq; pufilli 
Finxerunt aninii. 


Paragr. VI. A choice emendation. Oyes! Oyes! 
Oyes! From this day forward, and in all time 
to come, let no manner of perfon, whether Clergy. 
man, or Layman, in pulpit, or in coffee-houfe, pre- 
fume to declare, or affirm, by preaching, teaching, 
writing, or advifed {peaking, that fomething arifes, 
or has arifen, out of nothing: But inftead thereof, it 
is permitted by theTriumvirate, to fay, write, teach, 
or preach, that /omething is produced, where nothing 
was before; of which all perfons concerned are to 
take notice. 


Planius & melius Chryfippo €? Crantore dicit. 


A curious defcription of a particular fort of 4 no- 
things, lately ditcovered by Dr. Pemberton. 

A candid repreientation, of great ufe to fuch as aim 
at skill in controverfy. 


Non fum adeo* informis: nuper me in littore vidi. 


Advertifement. 


Dropt between Grefham College and Lime-ftrect, An 
Interpretation of Sir J/aac Newton's firtt Lemma, of 
no ufe but to the Owner. Whoever brings it to 
Grefsam College, or to Tom's Coftee-houfe in Cornhill, 
fhall receive a printed Copy of choice Ob/ervations 

publifhed 


¢ See shidem, p. 37, 38. 

1 See tbidem. 

* See Append. to Rep. of Lett. for Dec. 1736. p. 40. and Re 
pub. of Lett. for Fanuary 1736. p. 76,77. Rep. of Lett. for 


July 1730. p. 74. and Rep. of Lett. for Aug. 1736. p. 105: 
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publifhed the laft month, of the full value of the in- 
terpretation. No greater reward will be offered. 


Audiw Pembriadem voces jaétare per urbent, 
Implentem clamore VIAS, lachrymabile Lemma 
Necquicquam ingeminantem iterum@, iterumq; vocare ? 
Ab Lemma! ab noflrum! Qua te regione requiram? 
Ducite ab urbe domum, mea carmina, ducite Lemma. 
Carmina vel coelo poffunt deducere lunam: 
Carminibus Robno Guatas mutavit Alethes. 
Ducite ab urbe domum, mea carmina, ducite Lemma. 
Ab Lemma infelix! Heu, quod male numen amicum 
Confulam eripuit mentem mibi? Devia curfu 
Dum fequor, €f nota excedo regione viarum, 
Extinxi me, teque, Scholamgue, ‘Triumgze viratum, 
Robnumgue, Guatalg; guaternas. Claudite, Nymphae, 
Cornhicolae Nymphae, platearum claudite flexus, 
Si qua forte oculis fe L.emmatis obvia noftris 
Errabunda ferant veftigia: Forfitan illud 
Aut bursa captum viridt, loculifve, folutum, 
Perducant aliquae Greffami ad limina braccae. 
Ducite ab urbe domum, mea praemia, ducite Lemma. 
Credimus? Any qui amant, ipfi fibi fomnia fingunt ? 
Nefcio quid certe eff; €f Hylax in limine latrat. 
Heu, nibil invitis fas quengquam fidere divis! 
Heu, cadit in quenquam tantum fcelus? Heimibi! ne quis 
Deferat in vicum vendentem thus, €F odores, 
Et piper, €F cafeum, €f Cantabrica dona, butyrum, 
Pafloris literis quod pittor fan&ti amicivit, 
Sacrilegus. Grantam timeo, vel dona ferentem. 
Hacc tibi fi vict evafiffe pericula fas eft, 
Sub terris graviora manent. Quis talia fando 
Grantiadum, Abredonumve, aut ver/u durus Alethes, 
Temperet a lachrymis? Solvit jejunia Praetor 
Longa, dies folennis adeft, nox humida coelo 
Praccipitat, prohibentg; cadentia fidera fomnos. 
Quinquaginta intus famuli, quibus ordine longo 
Cura penum firuere, €? flammis adolere Penates. 
Pars calidos latices, €f abena undantia flammis, 
Expediunt : pars praeftanti tres corpore cervos 
Cornibus 
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Cornibus arboreis, hos tota armenta fequuntur, 
Alituum, pecudum@; genus, caelq; JUVENCI, 
Et quae marimoreo fert monfira [ub aequore pontus, 
Aut torrere parant flammis, aut a indere cultro: 
Pars onerant dapibus menfas, &f pocula ponunt. 
Hic vero ingentem turbam, ceu caetera nufquam 
Cocna foret, nemo tota pranderet in urbe, 
Sic ventres alta indomitos ad icta ruentes, 
Cernimus, obfeffuing; atid teftudine limen. 
Conveninnt, imnatus amor quos urget edendt, aut 
Diva fitis flimulat: per limina lacta *frequentes 
Convenere toris suffi difcumbere pittis. 
Signa canunt, firatog; [uper difcumbitur oftro. 
Accingunt omnes opert, dapibu/q; futuris, 
Mentum u/q3 accingunt, magor quibus ufus edendi, 
Convivae invitti, dapibufq; epulantur opimis. 
Implentur veteris Bacchi, pingui/q; ferinae. 
Pofiquam prima quies epulis, menfaegs remolac, 
Crateras magnos fiatuunt, (Ff vina coronant. 
Vina, bonus quae trima cadis oneraverat heros, 
Littore Vaiconico, potant, &f faufta precantur 
Lautae urbiy regi potant, regiq; precantur. 
Lndulgent vino, €P vertunt crateras ahenos: 
Tantus amor laudum, tantae eft vittoria curae. 
fit flrepitus teétis, vocemg, per ampla volutant 
Atria, bacchantes: ferit aurea fidera clamor 
rosie mnarani guvenum, EF duro fub Marte cadentum. 
Exarfere ignes; rapiunt incenfa feruntq; 
Segmina thuricremae.: flaventi fumus ab herba 
Aera per vacuum ferri, atq, adfurgere in auras, 
Turbidus: humefcunt fpumis, flatuq; [edentum. 
Aq, ea diver{a penitus dum parte geruntur, 
Interiora viris gemitu, miferoque tumultu, 
Mifcentur, penitufque cavae ftridentibus alvi 
Torminibus vefonant: divum jam ventre tumultum, 
Ovis, latte nov 0» CF cannarum pulvere vittis 
Confulibus, movéve dapes: jam cruda minantur 
Prandia: jam trepidis pertufa fedilia braccis 
invadunt; nox atra cava civcumvolat umbra. 
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Extra anni, folifg, vias, convalle virenti, 
Spelunca alta fuit, vafiog, immanis hiatu, 
Scrupea, tuta lacu nigro, nemorumg; latebris, 
Dirarum nidis domus opportuna volucrum. 

Junoni infernae facra ditta eft: banc tegit omnis 
Lucas, €9 obfcuris claudunt convallibus ulmi 
Defuper, horrentiq; atrum nemus imminet umbra. 
Hane fuper baud ullae poterant impune volucres 
Tendere iter pennis: talis fefe halitus atris 
Faucibus effundens fupera ad convexa ferebat. 

Huc deletta viviim fortiti corpora furtin 
Includunt caeco lateri, penitulg, cavernas 
Ingentes, uterumg; pluentia prandia complent. 

Quis cladem illius nottis, quis tormina fando 
Explicet, aut poffit lachrymis aequare labores 
Alvo parturienti? Ea lap{a repente ruinam 
Cum fonitu traxit, vafidg, voragine gurges 
Aeftuat, atq; omnem Cocyto eruttat avenam. 

Extulit os facrum coelo hic; confidere rur/um 
Cogitur ad fauces, frendens, graveolentis Averni: 
Bis Stygios tentare lacus, bis nigra movere 
Tartara, €9 in/ano savat indulgere labori: 

Nec moray nec requies: fedet ille, horrendaq; voltu 
A/per, acerba tuens, teflatur tormina, bilis 

Atra furit, fedet ille tremens, antrog; vecuffo 
Lnfonuere cavae gemitum@; dedere cavernae, 

Et vox affenfu nemorum ingeminata remugit. 

Sub tervis tonuiffe putes. Tibi facra parari, 
Et falfae mifero fruges, €9 fulva litura, 
lei mihi! jamaq; furens antro te immittit aperto, 
Perfufum fanie literas, atvog; veneno. 

Nox ruit, &P fufcis tellurem ampleétitur alis, 
Et nunc ingentem foribus domus alta fuperbis, 
Nunc convivarum totis vomit aedibus undam. 
Urbs antiqua ruit, multos dominata per annos, 
Amplexigq; tenent pojles, atq; ofcula figunt. 
Plurima perq; vias flernuntur inertia pafim 
Corpora, perq; domos, €8 relligiofa Deorum 
Limina; nec folo poenas dant tovmine Teucti. 
Ad fellain tremulo de/cendit clune puella, 
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Cui, diftenta diu, nunc haud tolerabile faevit 
Vefica, &F ftimulos [ub pettine vertit eburno, 
Indomitos: Olli folvuntur frigore membra, 
Lymphaq;, cum gemitu fugit indignata [ub umbras 
Immundas; firidet robur, furit aeflus arenis. 
Tunc fentina gravis, tunc fummus vertitur acer, 
Attonitae: fluit aes rvivisy auriq; metallum, 
Exundans: [pumante, ab, te ne gurgite laedat! 
Ab, tibi ne teneram, ne concacet improba chartam! 
Dedecus hoc, Clocinae, hoc faltem avertite, Nym- 
(phae, 
Et prohibete nefas! Facilis defcenfus Averni: 
Sed terebrare cavas uteri, € tentare latebras, 
Jemma fed buc lapfum fuperas educere ad auras, 
Floc opus, hic labor eft. Noétes patet atra die/q; 
Fanua: contatiu [pelunca fed omnia foedat 
Immundo, tum nox tetrum dira inter odorem, 
Quanquam oculis poffis quantum contendere Lynceus, 
Occaecat, faevamq; exhalat opaca mephitin. 
Ipfe, velim, inveniat potius, miferebitur hoftis, 
Exuvia/q; petet quanquam, heu, prelum ur get iniquum, 
Eripit (P VERAM mifero Granta a/pera MENTEM. 


A full Reply to Dr. Pemberton’s Obfervations pub- 
lifhed the latt Month. By Pbilalethes Cantabrigien- 
fis. 


Quid dignum tanto fert bic * pRoMIsSOR hiatu? 


FIN TI &. 


* See Appendix to the Republick of Letters for September, 
6730. Pp. 37. 
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Advertifement. 


Hearing that the real meaning of one or two of 
the Veries, at the end of the Appendix to the Repub- 
lick of Letters tor December \att, has been miftaken 
by fome Perfons, who have applied them to a Gens 
tleman of a Character very different from what is 
there defigned, I have thought proper to make the 
following Alteration. 





















Pag. 4t. lin. 19. 


Ilicet obruimur numero: jam tertius bic ef : 
Tertius hic: jam quarta logui perfona laborat. 
Cedunt grammatici, vincuntur rhetores, omnis i 
Turba tacet: neccaufidicus, nec praeco loquatur, | 
Ofirea nec vendens: verborum tanta cadit vis, 
Tot pariter pelves, tot tintinnabula dicas 
Pulfart. ‘fam nemo tubas atq; aera fatiget : 
Una laboranti poterit fuccurrere lunae. 
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